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THB 
CAUSE OF REFORM. 


[To be read three times over, especially by 
the Prime Minister. ] 


A Meerine on the subject of Par-' 
licmentary Reform, and to present a 
petition on the part of the inhabitants 


of this city, was held in Sr. Anprew’'s | 


Hart, in the Crry or Norwicn, on 
the nineteenth instant, not less than 


pthree thousand persons being present, 


Mr. Wiseman, the Sheriff, being 
in the chair. Sin Tuomas Beevor, 
Bart., whose speech I shall insert 
presently, moved the _ resolutions, 
which were eight in number, and in 
words as we shall presently read them 
This was a most important meeting 
My Register would not be sufficient, if 


it were devoted to nothing else, con- 


tain an account of the proceedings of 


me tenth nor one twentieth part of the 
meetines, Which have been held, within 
his month, of towns, cifies and counties, 
or the purpose of petitioning for Par- 
lamentary Reform. In 1817, Masor 
sRTWariGHt and I were the only reso- 
uti mn and peti ition writers in the whole 
vdom, in favour of Parliamentary 
teform. = A great many people were in 
notion, but they were all set in motion 
us two; and that wo rthy old veteran 
nthe cause thought he had carried a 
lonstrous point, when he had obtained 


he consent of the shilly-shally Buapery | 


0 suffer him to put a fac-simile of his 
ame to a parcel of circulars, calling on 


he people to rouse in the cause of 


eform, with which circulars, and with 
sort of general recommendatory letter 
from Mr. Atperman Woop, I believe 
Was) he dispatched off a little [rish- 


an 
Fleet-stree - 


— of the name of CLEARY, tn @ gig, as 
sort of TraveLLerR inthe cause. My 
|God! How we have got gn! *‘ Waust 
| improvements, maum,” as paunchy Mrs, 
|Ownium says to skinny Mrs. Scrip, when 
they meet upon a new road across acom- 
mon, of which the labouring people have 
just been robbed by the Grasp-ALts, in 
| virtue of one of those “ proofs of national 
| prosperity ” called enclosure bills ! 
Talk of “march of mind,” indeed ! 
| Look at insignificant Burperr now! 
| What would now the fac-simile of his 
wretched name be worth! Oh, that the 
honest old major were but alive this 
day! 

When one looks at the crowds of 
/opulent merchants and manufacturers, 
of old yeomanry cavalry farmers, of 
land-owners ; and when we hear an Ear, 
who is by no means unmindful of 
number one, actually calling for annual 
Parliaments, universal suffrage, and 
voting by ballot ; when we behold these 
crowds, and contemplate their proceed- 
lings; and then, for a moment, look 
iback at little Cleary and his hack 
horse and and his bundle of 
| fac-similie-cireulars ; when we think 
of the meeting of deputy operatives, 
in London, of the pop-gun-plot number 


oye 
oS? 


two; of the poor blanketeers, hud- 
died into Manchester jail-yard ; and of 
the power-of-imprisonment bill, which 


drove me across the.seas and de ageed 
scores of victims to dungeons ; when 
we thus view the present and glance 
back at the past, the bare contempla- 
tion of such a ** march of mind” really 
seems to threaten to unsettle our senses. 
thhat crime had we committed, then, 
when green bags were brought down 
‘to pr ove to a secret committee that it 
was necessary to place the person of 
‘every man in the kingdom at the mercy 
‘of the Secretary of State? What crime 
‘had we committed when Lorp Firz- 
‘witttam voted for both gagging and 
idungeoning us, avd Lory Mivron for 
ithe latter; and when Mr. Lams, now 
|Lorp Mexsov:~, though never, as I 
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have understood, a harsh or ill-natured | protruding from his bursting body ; for 
man, voted for the measure, for the this prayer it was that groans were 
sake of the safety of the people them- heard in the dungeons of all the jails, 
selves ? What crime had we committed, that parents had to mourn their sons, 
when from the Mansion-House of! wives their husbands, and children their 
London, from the public-office at Man- ‘fathers, some of whom were driven to 
chester, and from every hell-hole of insanity, and others to suicide, by their 
selfishness, cowardice, and cruelty ;' sufferings, while not one man of the 
from the parsons all over the kingdom ;' survivors was ever attempted to be 
from the Universities ; and, in short,’ brought to trial, and while those who 
from every resort of wealth and of procure these laws to be passed, and to 
the influence of property, came up be eaceeded in their execution, the 
addresses to the Prince Regent, call- precious Parliament covered by a bill of 
ing for measures of severity against indemnity. 

us, designating us, who were the| Well, but what are the prayers now ? 
leaders, as designing and wicked men, What are the prayers that the traders, 
aiming at the overthrow of all property the farmers, the manufacturers,, the 
and all rank, being. as the calumniating merchants, the land-owners, are now 
addresses described us, destitute our- sending to parliament? They pray for 
selves of all property and all eharacter? all that we prayed for in the first place, 
What crime had we committed; what and in language ten times as bold ;_ they 
had we done to deserve these calumnies | pray that the aristocracy may, no. longer 
and this savage treatment? Why we/ be suffered to take away the incomes of 
had been guilty of no crime at all; | the middle class, and to rob she labourer 
there had been no breach of the peace! of the fruit of his toil. But, which is a 
throughout the whole country; no vio- | thing that we never attempted to allude 
lence, and no attempt at violence of} to, not even to allude to, they pray for 
any description. The contents of the\an abolition of the tithes; or, for ap- 
green bags were never published. The| plying them to the relief of the poor and 
atrocious falsehoods alleged against us| repairing of the churches; or, as in the 
were never attempted to be supported|instance immediately before us, for 
by proof: all that was said against us|taking away the whole of the church 
was a lie from the beginning to thej property altogether, and applying it to 
end: all that we had really done was,/the liquidation of the debt. ‘The re- 
to petition for a reform of the people's, solutions agreed to at this fine meeting 
or Commons’, House of Parliament ; all| at Norwich are a fair specimen of what 
that we had done was to pray; and to} the borough-mongers have to digest; 
pray, too, for not a tenth part of what is|and therefore I will insert them before 
prayed for now by all the towns and|I proceed further. 

cities and counties in the kingdom. We} ‘“ Ferst—That in all cases of aggra- 
prayed fora reform of the Parliament ; | ‘* vated distress there is a point at which 
for an abolition of sinecures and of) *‘* human nature becomes incapable of 
unmerited pensions; we prayed for an|‘ further endurance, and where this 
adjustment of salaries, and of interest |‘ distress is of a public nature, and can 
of debt to the altered value of the|** be traced to legislative causes, men 
money ; we prayed for a reduction of |“ begin to lose their respect for the 
the standing army; all these we prayed |“ laws, and are ready to encounter dan- 
for in order that the distresses of the! “ gers the most appalling in opposition 
country might be relieved in time, and that | * to them. 

anarchy and confusion might thereby be! ‘ Secondly—That the events which 
prevented. For this sensible and humble |‘ have lately taken place in the ma- 
prayer it was that [ was left to choose |“ jority of the counties of Englan(, 
between exile and a dungeon; for this|‘‘ clearly prove that at this point we 
humble prayer it was that Ocpen was!‘ have already arrived. 

crammed into a dungeon with his bowels | “ Thirdly—That this distress has 
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“been caused by an overwhelming 
“weight of taxation; imposed partly 
“ for the payment of the iuterest of an 
‘enormous public debt, principally im- 
“curred in carrying on an unjust and 
“ unnecessary war, for the purpose of 
“crushing the rising liberties of a 
“ neighbouring nation, and preventing 
“ salutary reforms at home; and partly 
“for the maintenance of innumerable 
‘** pensions and sinecure offices, and in- 
* ordinately overpaid, and, in many 
‘* instances, unnecessary establishments, 
“ both civil and military, for the benefit 
“of the Aristoeracy and their de- 
“ pendants. 

* Fourth—That not only is a con- 
“ siderable portion of the taxes shared 
“amongst the members of this Aristo- 
“cracy, but the taxes themselves are 
“ imposed in such a manner as to bear 
“least heavily upon them, and whilst 
“ notwithstanding the repeal of some 
“duties and the reduction of others, 
“ the actual weight of taxation has been 
“increased by the change which has 
“been made in the value of the circu- 
“lating medium, a tax upon bread has 
“been imposed for the purpose of pro- 
“tecting them from the consequences 
“of that change. 

“ Fifthly—That it is highly desirable, 
“nay, necessary to our prosperity and 
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“ materially shortened. 

** Seventhiy—That it is not only a 
‘“‘ fraud but a cruel mockery'to grant 
“to any man, noninally, rights, from 
“‘the free exercise of which he is in 
“effect debarred, and that this takes 
“* place to a considerable extent even in 
‘“‘ the present limited state of the right 
“of suffrage; and therefore that, in 
‘ order to guarantee to every individual 
‘* the free exercise of his rights, as well 


‘tious discharge of a trust, the most 
‘* important to society, without having 
‘“* recourse to the monstrous injustice of 
‘‘ making amount of property the test 
“of fitness for the enjoyment of the 
‘ elective franchise, it is of the highest 
“* importance that in all future elections 
‘for Members of Parliament the votes 
“ be taken by Ballot. 

“« Eighthly—YVhat a Petition founded 
*‘ on the foregoing Resolutions be pre- 
‘* sented to both Houses of Parliament ; 
“that Lord King be requested to pre- 
“sent it to the House of Lords, and 
‘‘the Members for the City to the 
“* House of Commons.” 

Can the boroughmongers look at the 
above, and not begin to think that it 
would have been better for them if they 
had given way in 1817, instead of stir« 





“ safety as a nation, that these burdens 
“should be reduced, and this debt got 
“rid of; and in order to effect these} 
“ objects, that the most rigid economy | 
“be enforced in every department, and | 
“ that all that public property commonly | 
“called Church Properity and Crown | 
“Lands be appropriated to the public’ 
“ service. 

“ Sicthly—That measures so im-| 
“portant, so extensive, and involving | 
“the happiness or misery of millions, | 
“can only be safely carried into effect | 
“by a Parliament enjoying the full| 
“confidence of the people; and that, | 
“in order to insure that confidence, it/ 
“is necessary that the House of Com- 
“mons should be in reality, as it is in 
“ the theory of the Constitution, elected 
“by the whole body of the people ; 
“and to render members responsible 
“to those by whom they are elected, 








ing up bands of wretches to calumniate 
the reformers through the channel of 
addresses? Let them look at the reso- 
lution, Number 5. Let them cogitate 
upon that. Let them now say whether 
it would not have been well for them, 
if they had yielded in 1517; long be- 
fore any man had ever even whispered 
a proposition such as that contained in 
No. 5. Nay, would they not now 
gladly submit to what was demanded in 
1817? Yes, they would; but now 
they see that the thing could not stop 
even there. In that very year; orthe 
year after, | forget which, 1 addressed a 
letter to them from my place of exile, 
in which J told them that a few years 
would make them repent-of not havi 

yielded to our just demands;then ; abd 
I tell them now, that if the present de- 
mands be rejected, the next.will-be still 
higher; for if the Gun eT ithe 

9 ‘ i 


“‘that the duretion of Parliament be 


** as to secure to the State the conscien- 
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Parliament should shut their eyes to the | tax-paying community, and make us, ‘ 
danger ; if they should not see the perils | while the unhappy sufferer was dangkng a 
that surround them, the people see/ from the gallows, or was being hurried si 
them. If they cannot see the effect of |away for ever, from the place of his t] 
the establishment of a real republican | birth and from all those he held dear, h: 
government in France; if they cannot! and that while the shrieks of mothers, T 
see the charm of the example of cheap | wives and children pierced our hearts, sh 
government, the reformers can see it.] we, casting aside all thoughts, of bt 
And, great as appear to be the demands] resisting aristecratical encroachments, sa 
in this set of Norfolk resolutions, | warn} should shrink within ourselves, think bo 
the Ministers and the Parliament that|of nothing but our safety from hang- a1 
they will find them to be a trifle after/ing or transportation, and, so far 
the establishment of a Congress, con-! from - still persevering in demand. to 
sisting of a President, a Senate, a House! ing reform, should think ourselves ter 
of Representatives, cheap government,{lucky if our former demands were op 
no aristocracy, and no paid clergy is [ererioamed and pardoned! Now, I do & pos 
France. For my ewn part, I have al-|not impute to the ministers designs, in; 
ways rejected the idea of a new form | hopes and expectations so unworthy ‘and aris 
of Government in England. I have| base as these ; but, Ido know that there J the 
always wished, and I still wish, the | were cuffians base enough to entertain J my 
same form of Government to remain, ! these hopes and ex cpectations ; ruffians & one 
though I would have it as cheap even 'who-would see the blood of half the J go, 
as the American government, and can | people shed, if they were convinced & tha 
see no reason why it should not be still that it was-necessaryto-their own un- pow 
cheaper, without impairing any one of justly received emoluments. mot 
the King’s prerogatives ; without taking! At any rate, the hopes and expect alon 
from the peers any one of their just tions of the ruffians are blasted. The fron 
privileges; and not only Piemenp dimi- | grand array of death; the she ding of & nie/ 
nishing the real dignity of the throne, blood ; the cries of mothers, Wives, ‘and wou 
but with making it greater tha in it now children; the lamentations, the echoes fH mer, 
is; but fur is it from the fact that all' of which have filled every hamlet and cei 
men cre of my opinion in this respect. | village of Hampshire and Wiltshire; inten 
Many, and multitudes too, are disposed these, while they have filled the hearts % am 4 
to think that cheapness never can be ofthe people with erief for the sulle wich 
connected with thisformof Government; ers, have not subdued their ares opini 
and all men who do not live upon tithes | have not made them cowards; but, 09% state 
or upon taxes, are bent upon having the contrary, every man in the kingdom as we 
cheap government. The example of has now learned, from the evidence Sin 
France will be prodigious in its effect ; ' giv en at these very trials, the real causti Tyes, 
and to prevent this effect, the only of scenes so_heart- rending and so dis ff ten Ja 
effectual way is to yield nove. | srraceful to the name of England. And, old 7 
There is a notion afloat, that the as this cause is at once traced back to graph 
long adjournment of the parliament, | enormous taxation and enormous tithe am yp 
and the issuing of the special commis-!and these again traced to a want one o 
sions were intended to make the people|reform in the parliament, the pail than 
cool arc quiet upon the subject of re- | arising from the sufferings of thes Loox 
form ; that it was expected that the] victims of want has increased the n¥ of wh 
lam ; 


number of the terrific sentences would | tional resolution te obtain and secure 
fill people with fear and alarm, just as la radical remedy; and, accordingly, 
the beholding of a dead co:pse makes | hundreds of thousands of men in the 
people forget, for the time, all matters} middle, and approaching towards the 
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not immediately affecting their lives ;]upper ranks of life, who were lukef¥vocate 
that it was h oped that the display of so} warm in the cause of reform befot§this } 
much power, and of such prompt]|these special commissions were issued Christ 
vigour would subdue the minds of the|are now amongst the most resolute au jobhin 
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impatient to obtain it. The resolutions | Christians ; this miscreant paper, which 
at Norwich were carried without one | must see its own fall in the restoration 
single dissenting voice out of three of a just state of things ; this diabolical 
thousand persons, which would not) vehicle ; this infamy of all literary in- 
have been the case only one month ago. | fainies, the present ministry have the 
The scenes in Hampshire and Wilt-! misfortune to have on their side. It 
shire have not frightened the nation; | announced, yesterday, that no more 
but they have roused it; for every mx in blood was to be shed ; and this it did 
says to himself and says to his neigh-| with seeming approbation, when it has 
bour: Where are these seenes to end if been howling for blood for more than 
a radical remedy be not applied ? |two months past. But of this 1 shall 
Divers are the rumours with regard | have more to say by-and-by: at present 
to the sort of reform which the minis-|let me come to the string of deimi-offi- 
ters mean to propose ; but the general | cial observations just mentioned, which I 
opinion is that they. mean to propose | | will first insert, and then remark upon, 
nothing which shall, in reality, diminish numbering the paragraphs for the cons 
in any sensible de: eree the power of the! wey: nee of reference, if necessary. 
aristocracy in the filling of the seats in | . It would now be silly to assert 
the lower House of parliament. For) “ nt the cause of reform is merely 
my own ak being acquainted with no |“ 6 making progress’ through this 
one man who ever seis his foot in a’ ‘* country. The country, from end to 
government-office ; knowing no person | ‘* end, is already occupied and engross- 
that is at all nequainted with? ‘any man in | “ ed by that great question, and the 
power, [ oRnew nothing but from ru-| “ mind of the whole community is made 
mour, suchkkaspeople hear as they go|‘‘ up upon it, as if the people of Eng- 
along the streets, If I were to judge |‘‘ land were but an individual man. 
from what T see in the Morning Chro-  “ Bristol and Norwich must be added 
nicle and other papers, my judgment “ to the other important cities and 
would have no foundation, except by “ towns which have declared their sen- 
mere accident; I therefore regard my-/|‘ timents in favour of an immediate 
self as knowing nothing at all of their‘ purification of that body, which is 
intentions; and the opinious which I“ not constituted so as to represent 
am about to expres upon the subject, [| “ with truth the opinions, the intelli- 
wish to be looked upon merely as, ** gence, or feelings of the nation, and 
opinions which [ think it necessary to | ** which therefore cannot be om 
state by way of caution to the ministry} ‘‘ as indeed it has not been found, t 


as well as to my readers. '** consult their interests with the ree 
Since writing the above (it is now} “ quisite integrity or wisdom. 
Tuesday morning, and that was writ-| 2. ‘ Entire confidence may, we ap- 


ten last night), I perceive, in the bloody |“ prehend, be reposed in the sincerity 
old Times newspaper, a string of para- | “ with which the present Ministers 
graphs, or set of observations, which I |“ have vadertaken to realize the public 
am much surer were written in some | *‘ anxiety for reform. 

one or other of the Government offices,} 3. ‘ The grounds on which the former 
than the Jury were sure that farmer | “ immanena was overturned were 
Looker wrote the letter for the writing | ‘‘ such that no Ministry appointed to 
of which they convicted him. In fact, | “ succeed it could have entertained the 
Tam as sure of this as any man can be | “ hope of standing for four-and-twenty 
sure of any-thing Upon presuinptive | “ hours, except on the strength, and by 
or circumstantial proof. ‘This bloody |“ virtue, of a solemn renunciation before 
old paper ; this paper, always the ad-|‘* King and country of the unconstitu- 
Vocate of tyranny, cruelty, and blood; |“ tional heresy of the Duke of Welling- 
this hellish paper, the organ of the | “ ton, who, in declaring that Parliament 
Christ-killing Jews, and of the stock- | “ as already frained was all-perfect, had 
jobbing villains who call themselv es| “ shocked the understanding of most 
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“ Englishmen, no less than their love of 
* freedom. 

4. * That Ministers must, in admit- 
“ting the necessity of the measure, 
‘* have anticipated likewise the practical 
** dificulties of carrying any extensive 
*« plan of reform into execution, is mani- 
** test from the language of Lord Grey, 
“ who avowed that their best reliance | 
“* was on the support of the people | 
™ themselves. 

“5. That proprietors of close bo- 
“ roughs under the existing system, or 
“men of overpowering influence in 
** open ones, should, unless acted upon 
“* by extraneous urgent and paramount 
“* motives, accede at once to a change in 
* the constitution of Parliameut,whereby 
“their own peculiar advantages over 
“others of their fellow-subjects with 
‘equal pretensions on the score of 
“‘ property must be thenceforth de- 
“‘molished, supposes an amount of 
** political heroisin in the English aris- 
“tocracy of the present day, which 
*‘ assuredly the most virtuous of their 
“ ancestors could never have been vain 
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“strong pull will be risked by the 
“ borough oligarchy, as their last stake 
“in the fruitful misgovernment of Eng- 
* land. 

“6. Now there is but one effectual 
‘“‘ expedient for defeating this policy of 
“the dealers in old abuses: it is to 
‘“* show them, from the outset, that their 
‘‘ cause is desperate,—that the nation 
‘are universally leagued with the Go- 
** vernment in defence of a measure by 
“which the Crown itself must be 
strengthened, all temptation to corrupt 
“the legislative body be annihilated, 
“and the burdens of the people be 
** essentially and permanently reduced. 

“7, What are the details of the 
“ measure to. be proposed by Ministers, 
we do not undertake to. specify. 
“ Universal suffrage, however, will 
“ undoubtedly haveno shareinit. Ballot, 
“itis said, will not form part of the 
“plan as introduced to Parliament, 
“although it would be affectation to 
“ deny that the feeling in favour of that 
‘* important novelty gains ground among 
“ most classes of our countrymen, and 


. 


sé 





“enough to boast of. ‘The Ministers, 
“we have no doubt, do look for an 
“‘ ybstinale and bitter struggle on the 


“ part of the old borough interest, to | 


“ retain the worst features of their sys- 
“tem,—that is to say, those of its 
‘¢ characteristics which favour most the 
* monopoly of borough-patronage. As 
“* few, moreover, of the county members 
“are destitute of borough interest, or 
* ynconnected with those who have it, 


“* there is some reason to dread that the 
“ spirit uf caste, or clanship, may serve 
“« to reinforce the cause of corruption, 
** by procuring for it advocates among 
whose es dom 
* honourable station as representatives 
“for counties or great toWns, would 
** help to divert suspicion from their ess te favour of reform would but ‘ em 


* Members of Parliament, 


** ostensible oljects, and enable them 


*‘ under the respected robe of county- 
“* members, to indulge, while they con- |“ those whose wish is to embarrass them, 


** cealed, their contraband propensity to 
We 


‘* the traffic in rotten boroughs. 


“have little doubt that the war 


“ whoop will be yelied in many quarters 
revolution with 


“ against the spirit 4 
** which this country has been infecte 





* that if not checked by further inquiry 
i“ into its merits, the result may be its 
“ adoption, ere long, 
* our Parliamentary constitution. 

“ 8. But again, and earnestly, we 
|‘ pray our countrymen to meet in 
|“ every part of Great Britain, and ho 
“ nestly to stand by a reforming Ad- 
ty ministration, 
“non, and let it not be undervalued ; 
|“ for its pledge is one which deserves 
|‘ the public reverence, and the perilous 
| “* difficulty of fulfilling it demands the 





is something 
| ** shadow. 
** 9, The pretence that meetings 1 


>|“ barrass’ the King’s Ministers, has 


= 
| ** been 


“ boreugh-traffickers in Parliament 
-| The Minister himself has called up 


** true reply to all such sham objections 
d} 10. Lastly, let the people accep 
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“ whatever reform’ may be offered and | which support he will not receive if he 
« carried through Parliament; de it ever | stop short of this mark. 
“ so narrow and minute. We ought to| In paragraph No.5, the difficulties 
“remember at once the difficulty and | of the ministers are stated ; the nature 
“the value of a first step towards | of the struggle is described ; and those 
‘amendment. It must inevitably lead | difficulties and that struggle are truly 
“to more; and, as the harbinger of described. It is truly observed in para- 
“ more, be it welcomed.” graph No. 6, that the oligarchy are te 
be défeated, only by their being con- 
1 repeat that this is a writing put|vinced, that their cause is desperate ; 
forth by the ministers. I state this in|and that the nation is universally 
the most positive manner; and I defy | leagued with the government. ‘This is, 
contradiction. It is too well written,| indeed, the only way to reduce the 
too sensible, too pregnant with im-| oligarchs to reason and to subdue them; 
portant matter, to have proceeded from} but next comes, the way for the minis 
the pen of any of the unprincipled and) ters to secure this universal support of 
bloody crew who yenerally write for| the nation; and this way is, by the 
this paper. It is the manirxsTo of the| minister proposing that which will 
ministers against the boroughmongers. | satisfy all reasonable men ; not all 
































































+ Bilt is a call upon the nation to support] men; not even me, though I deem my 
Il Bthe former against the latter; About) plan perfectly just and proper, and 
fy B six days ago 1 was told that which now; though 1 am convinced that it will, in 
6 Bsceems to have’ been very likely to be; the end, be adopted. I have proposed 
ft, Btrue; namely, that the boroughmongers annual parliaments, not only in con- 
tO Bhad hada grand meeting, and had in- | formity with thé ancient laws and cus- 
at Btimated to Lord Gaey that they were| toms of the country, but as a thing” 
Mg Bresolved to oust him from his power, if; which I am convince ed is expedient. [ 
nd Bhe attempted to use it for what they | have proposed universal suffrage, and 
TY Balled the destruction of their property. | have given reasons perfectly unanswer- 
its Bl was further told that he had giv en| able with regard to the justice and also 
of Bway, and that he proposed to do nothing | with regard to the tranquillizing ten- 

more than throw open to the hundred | dency of the measure. Now I believe 

We Beuch boroughs as contained less than, that the nation might be satisfied ; I do 
it Btwo hundred and fifty voters each, and | not say that it ought to be satisfied, 

ho- Bto give two members to each of the} but, from the love that men have for 
Ad- Btowns, Birmingham, Manchester, Shef.| peace, from their anxious desire to 
me- Field, and Leeds. This story, which| prevent confusion and anarchy, from 
ed; Bepresented Lord Grey as contem- | their natural horror of civil strife and 
rvés plating, not a fraud upon the people, for ‘inevitable bloodshed, I think that the 
lous Ht was too barefaced to be called a| nation might be satisfied with parlia- 
the fraud ; but an insult to them, so eros, | ments of two, or even three years 
fre offensive, as to be sure to lead to} duration 3 that it might be satisfied 
ul SBhis speedy expulsion from office ; this| with the extehsion of the suffrage to 


tory was not to be believed; and I|all householders paying scot and lot. 
ected the whole of it as romance.| For the reasons before mentioned, I 
but | am’ now of opinion that the com- | think that the nation might be satisfied 
ination against him here mentioned| with these ; but satistied WITHOUT 
as taken pla¢e; that he is convinced) THE VOTING BY BALLOT, I am 
at the threat will be acted upon; | omit that the nation would not; and I 
nd that he ‘now, in reality, finds him-|am sure that an attempt on the part of 
if compelled to place a bona fide re-| the ministers to exclude it, would raise 
ance upon the people for support} against them acry, such as never before 
Bainst this combination, which sup-| reached the ears of affrighted public 
ort he certainly will receive, if he do| offenders. Even those who are for the 
hough to satisfy reasonable men; but| most limited reform, insist upon the 
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ina public assembly too, and assert 
that the ballot Aas been tried im America 
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failed in 
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Ly bad 
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that letter he stated this in the Hous 
Lords. Impostors; impudent, rp, 
set, greedy, unprinciplecd impostors 


ignorant, ignorant to a beastiy cegree, 
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al vou do not know, then, that the 
ballot is the law in 


America; that 
the law I 


enacted by the Congress ane 
the State Legislatures ; that this law 
has existed from the moment that the 
Government itself existed; that that 
excellent and cheap and wise Govert 
ment was formed by votes givem OY 
ballot; and that from the first form 
|tion of the Government to the preset! 
hour, no change has ever been made 
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lies; under which ten such Ambassa- 
Cors are sent to Europe as Europe 
never saw before; an:l, oh, you auda- 

public-robbing vagabonds, you 
rocues, has the ballot failed to 
Cause this excellent government, the 
Whole of the civil establishment of this 


great and happy countrv., to be 


On for a 


carried 
sum annually than the 
fcentieth part of what Sir James Gra- 
Bas proved a Parliament, mot chosen by 


ballot, made the English people pay to 
fir 


less 


Cillors ? 


¢ hundred and thirteen privy-coun- | 


In short, to refuse the ballot is to re- | 


fase EVERY-THING. 
middle course here: 
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there must be. 
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lhe clo-ing two paragraphs, 9 aad 


10, are worthy of some particular ob- 
Paragraph 9, which speaks 
of the pretence of those who ceprecate 
fur reform, as tending to em- 
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“ One cannot { 
zeal and \ those good fel- 

lows, though one knows, and (turning 
‘* to me) you will live to see, that not 
‘ one particle of that sincerity exists in 
“the breast of the man on whom they 
“are bestowing all this applause.” 
How often have I thought of this withia 
the last fourteen years! And here leg 
me stop to observe, that the ministers 
do not seem to be aware of one descrip- 
tion of opponents which they will have 
to overcome on this subject of re- 
form. I have said a hundred times 
over, and I here repeat, that Ido not 
believe that real reform has a more 
bitter enemy than this very Burpert, 
who has always been wanting a want 
of reform, and has always done every- 
thing in his power to keep himself supe 
plied with the commodity. The different 
into which the House will be 
divided will present a curious spectacle. 
In the first place, there will be the 
pocket-borough people. These will 
indeed require to be ‘“‘acted upon by 


bands 
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extraneous, urgent and paramount mo- | 
tives.” It will require little short of a 
personage, now very famous about the 
country, Whose mere name produced 
such wonderfally complaisant conduct 
in the rich ruffians at Preston. & will 
require little short of the interference 
of this “ extraneous ” persomage to pro- 
duce a relaxing in this set and in all 
those who are connected with them. | 
Next will come a set or band not much 
less in danger, but to whem the ballot | 
especially would be fatal. ‘hen comes 
the band of Burperr, not numerous, 
but excessively bitter ; with mouths 
full of reform. Oh, they love reform 
passing the love of man for woman; 
but they will not have it of an “ ux- 
English character:” they will have 

* purity of election,” or none: they will 
have ‘* men come boldly up to the poll, 
while the steward’s or the tax-gatherer’s 


look sends a notice of ruin to their 
hearts, ‘This band, some of whom 
will be for the ballot too, autici- 


pate real reform with apprehensions 
natural to the frogs when the beams of 
heaven threaten to suck up the water 
from the pools. ‘They are conscious of 
their utter inability, their complete 
destitution of the sort required, of their 
want of industry and of pluck into the 
bargain. As long as reform is refused, | 
they have something to talk about ; 
they have all the changes to ring over 
and over again ; but, grant the reform, 





and they are like L ocke’s young man 
that was learning to dance, when the 


trunk was taken out of the room, in 
the presence of which he learned to cut 
his capers. ‘lake away this subject of 
complaint from them, and their * occu- 
pation is gone ;” farewell to Old Sarum, 


Gatton, aud Callington; farewell, 
O Malmsbury, to thy delightfully 


dilapidated abbey, and thy still more 
dilapidated consciences! Farewell, O 
Cornwall, and to all thy perjuries ! 
While these remain, they can bellow 
like bragging Bobadil : ‘*' Twenty more! 
Kill em! Twenty more! Kill them, 
too!” But, take away this everlasting 
grountd of their parrot-like eloquence, 
and they are like the same Bobadil, 


Tae Causes or Rerorm. 


across his 





who, when the stick comes rattling 
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back, wonders what ails 
but. -he is sare that his disgrace 
The uneasi- 


him, 
is owing to the planets, 


| ness of this band, if the ministers propose 
a reasonable extension of the saffrage, 


and of voting by ballot, will be highly 
amusing, ‘They have sense enough 


to see, in spite of their monstrous pre- 
sumption and Vanity; 


or rather they 
have instinct enough to feel, that they 
have’ nothing in them. They well know 
that any-thing like an honest reform 
will make complaints and revilings give 
way very speedily to earnest and hur. 
monious efforts to discover and adopt 


measures for the restoration of the 


‘country to happiness, tranquillity, and 


In discussions and delibera- 
tions relating to such measures, they 
can take no part, their knowledge ex. 
tending not beyond the bow-windows 


greatness. 


‘of a shawl-shop, or something of 


similar or inferior description. The 
people, who will of course esteem men 
according to their capacity of rendering 
them service, will turn with contempt 
from these kettle-drums; and, in a short 
time, the who'e band will be swept into 
oblivion. The band know all this; 
and, therefore, their alarm and tribula- 
tion will be inexpressible; this will be 
one of the great advantages of parlia- 
mentary reform, that it will brush aside 
all empty prete nders. ‘There are none 
of these in the Congress of America : the 
reason is, that the people are fairly dealt 
by ; that they have no reason to choose 
au man merely because he has a rough 
tongue ; for they have nobody that they 
want to have reviled. ‘The questions, 
therefore, which they put, when a can- 
didute is proposed to them, are: Is hea 
man of sense? Does he possess the 
necessary knowledge? Is he industri 
ous? And, Will he attend to the per 
formance of those things necessary 
to our interests? Such also are the 
questions that we shall put, to be sure, 
when this monstrous abuse shall be te 
moved ; and it is, as I said before, one 
of the ereat advantages of reform, that 
noise and nonsense will get brushed 
aside. 

Now, however, with regard to paras 
graph 9, it is very true that the minister 
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support him,” and that Burdett’s ob- 
jection made at the Middlesex Meeting 
was a ‘* sham olyection.” It is true also, 
that the nation ought to answer the call; 
but it is further true, that the nation is 
answering the call, and that, too, in 


29TH January, 1831. 


himself has “‘ called upon the nation to 
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reasonable men; and then we have 
peace; and then we may begin march- 
ing back, till we get into our old paths 
of plenty for those who labour, of re- 
| Spect and reverence for-the laws, and of 
ungradged obedience and honour to 
those who administer those laws. 





the most proper and most resolute man- 
ner; but the call is answered upon the 
clearly understood ground that the suf- 


And, surely, if ever there were a 
moment at which a restoration to these 
|inestimable blessings were doubly de- 
fraze is to be greatly extended; that) sirable, this is that moment. It is im- 
the monstrous Sniquity of rotten bo-| possible to look at the state of this 
roughs is to be completely broken up ;| kingdom, shaken to its very centre, in 
and that the voting is to be by ballot.! spite of all its immense resources; it 
I appeal to every man of candour whe-|is impossible to look at the state of 
ther this be not the clearly understood , France and of the far greater part of 
condition upon which even the most| Murope; it is impossible to open one’s 
staid part of the people are answering the| eyes without imbibing the conviction, 
call of Lord Grey. I do not, there-| that some very great changes must take 
fore, like paragraph 10 of this set of place in the mode of managivg the re- 
observations ; for, though I know that)|sources and conducting the affairs of 
narrow and minute reform must be) this most important country of all; and, 
“ accepted,’ if it be carried through;|O God! bow often have I said, that 
Patent and though I know thut it | these changes never can be made, ina 
would naturally “ lead to more,” yet 1, peaceable manner, without councillors 
could not follow the advice of this; who have the people at their back! 
writer, and we/come it as the harbinger; Have the people at their back this 
of that more. It is a right that is de-| ministry cannot, without a reform. of 
manded; or it is a gift that is prayed; the Parliament which would be satis- 
for. In either case, to dole out some-' factory to that people. In short, nobody 
owe far — of a expectations of | can do es a = people ye 

i¢ party demanding or praying, is|se/ves. Fully and fairly represente 
souks pA sen If it be a ‘Mane, ine ‘they would s *t: they would ieee the 
to withhold. is a wrong; if it be a gift, | Minister though every measure necessary 
then to give grudgingly, to give reluc- to the safety and honour of the country: 
tantly, is really not to give at all. This| but, wéthout that, they will leave him 
is sO manifest, it is a truth which all to shift for himself. Lory Grey should 
experience so firmly ratifies, that | deem have impressed fully upon his mind, 
itimpossible that it should not be at- | that he can preserve his power by no 
tended to by men who have their own! means other than that of the support of 
allas well as the all of their master! the people. It is right indeed that it 
and their coun'ry at stake. Were always ought to have been thus; but 
_ no other ag. to " Ce ypeny | ane wr iggy se since ; — 
nd minute” reform here hinted at, | thus before. ut of the excess of evi 
this one objection would be quite comes good ; and at last, the rere 
fuough; that it would still keep thesub- burdens that the people have had to bear 
ject open; that it would di inthe it the have actually given them the master 
Complaint in every man’s mouth; that ship. Even their defeats and the puaish- 
itwould still make the aristocracy and ments inflicted upon them have added to 
their encroachments the burden of every their power ; for they have only pros 
Complaining pen and tongue; that it' duced a smothering of the struggle for 
Would still, in short, expose them to all ‘a moment ; and this, which is manifest 
the accusations to which they are now | to every one, the Minister himself cans 
exposed. Oh! no: the true way is to not but perceive. Every-body felt that 
do that that will satisfy all just and . the Duke of Wellington could not have 
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remained in power r after his declaration | sufferers had led. They mourned how- 
at the opening of the Parliament. The) everinsilence. The considerate deeply 
people, generally speaking, had no ob | regretted, while the selfish timid ac- 
jection to him before that: till a very iv iiesced in the necessitv; bat when the 
short time before the Parliament opened | commissioners came to Hampshire, 
he certainly contemplated the making of} where no man was even fried for arson, 
a Parliamentary Reform ; or, at least, he ;and where a whole half dozen were left 
was balancing on the point. Two days, to be hanged under acts of parliament 
before the Parliament opened, or about | neither of which was more than about 
two days, the bloody old Times news-|twenty years old, every mouth was 
paper announced that he meant to make openes d with expressions of dismay and 
no reform. ‘The speech was therefore | horror; and whea the bloody Times 





waited for with angry anticipation ; and newspaper communicated the intelli. 
when the speech came out aécompanied | gence of a hanging of Cooper and of 
with his declaration, the expressions of Cook, nevet shall 1 forget the excla- 
the people were such as I wish Lord | mations of the people. 

Grey could have heard. The ninth of | In seltiaues me , here would have 
November only brought into the glare | been enough to shake a ministrv to 
of open day, and proclai imed to all pieces; but Sip ministers have had the 
Europe, that which the people of Eng- | good se: » listen to the cries of the 
land well knew before. After that A) -radage ns sg as life is immediately at 
could not remain in power. No doubt istake. Let us hope that the saine feeling 
he had the votes and might have kept | will further prompt them to spare the 


them ; but the ‘‘exfraneous”’ storm, the | bleeding hearts of parents, wives, ciil- | 
peltings and hvotingsand revilings, were | dren, and brethren, by following the al-F ) 
such that it was impossible for him to | vice which I most respectfally tendered 1 
preserve his place without a destruction them in mv last Rewister. t 
of respect for all rank and dignity; indeed, The feelings stirred up by thee 1 
Without exposing the King himself, so | dreadful scenes, having now somewhat ] 
popular but a few weeks before, to subsided, they are looking with mor v 
somethings very nearly approaching to| earnestness than ever for that gret c 
popular insult. Therefore, even those | measure which they hope will preveit i it 
who approved of his conduct were | such scenes from ever again lacerating Rb 
compelled, even for their own sakes, to! their hearts. That the sua gives igh {a 


wish for his removal, which necessarily is not a truth more indubitable thafh a 
included the removal of all that had co-/ that the want of a reform of the parla 0 


. . 7 a! ? +} 
operated with him. Lord Grey’s acces- | ment,and that that alone, has been th al 
i - °,e ’ 
sion to power gave great and general cause of all tiiese calamities: the oni; to 


satisfaction, because the people under-/| of these truths is = tas clear as tht } 

stood ittusay this: The Duke is driven other in the mind of every man in them? ye 
out for having declared against reform, | kingdom. ‘Therefore “ie adilitionaihy sp 
and Lord ¢ Grey therefore comesinto make | calamity, every additional disgrace, addyhy gri 
arefurm. No minister could evér stand |to the conviction of the necessity for qf} the 
fuirer than Lord Grey did until the an- parliamentary reform: any man thay ini: 
nouncement of an addition to the stand-| will make it may remain ministeyy ou; 
ing army was made, and until the special | and no man that will not make it c# tha 
commissions began their works. These | remain minister for any length of time # cas 
works, and especially those at Win-! Lord Grey need not ¢ ull upon the nation § hol 
chester, all particulars of which I refrain | to sup pert him ; they are quite reat] ill-; 
from detailing at present, produced a}jenough to support him ; indeed he seg@ wit 
most disadvantageous effect with re-|that they are all quite ready. It é har 
gard to the new ministry. As long as} pends-om Ai:aself, and on himself alonf# eve 
the hanging was confined to the crime | whether he will continue to be minister don 
of arson, the people pitied and mourned, and s save the country from convulsi0 tion 
considering the cruel lives which the | jor w hether he will not. “ Zxtrancowhe that 
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support, indeed! The difficulty would | 
be for him to find any half-dozen peo- 
ple, men or women, not ready to give 
him that support ; 
who live upon tithes and taxes. But, 
if he were to refuse to propose a reform 
of the parliament ; Or if he were to adopt 
that very “ narrow and minute measure” 
which this writer hints at, he would be 
precisely in the situation that the Duke 
was in on the ninth of November ; for 
the people are far more alive to the 
subject now than they were then. The 
augmentation of the army and the specia! 
commissions have certai nly given ashake 
to their confidence; and they are looking 
forward to the 3rd of Febraary with 
earnestness and anxiety perfectly inde- 
scribable. “Lo me it is the mos 


won- 
derful thing in the world, that the 
aristocracy, above all men living, should 
not see that their own security, and 


their only security now rests upon their 
taking the people by the hand. Never 
was there a body of persons of equal 
number, who had so much at stake as 
the nobility rd this kingdom now have; 
nobody grudges them their titles, at 
least uobody , empty-skulled fools, 
Who are not as a thimbie-full water 
compared with the Thames, when viewed 
in conjunction with the nation. No 
body grudyves them their immense es- 


¢ 
O77 


fates ; nobody grudges them the respect | 
it is 


and deference due to their rank : 
in the very nature of the people, and of 
all people of all countries, to pay respect 
to antiquity of family, whether accom- 
} panied with intrinsic merit or not; and 
yet, while they have this natural re- 
spect, this cheerful obemsence, this un- 
) grudgved reverence, tend 
: they hi ive here more real power at 1d do- 
} ination voluntarily offered thes than 
sought to be enough to satisfy the most 
' haughtyand ov erbe aring of mortals, they 
#cast all this aside as not hing worth, and 
hold, with the zrasp of grim death, that 
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uniless it were those | 


° 


~ 


§2 


even yet the aristocracy may take them. 
by the hand, and that all this terrible 
turmoil may be made to end in peace. 
But, if they be still so blind and so obsti- 


/nate as to refuse to do this, the Minister 





} . 
anarchy would lacerate it ; 
it tear itself about for a while ; 


may do it at any rate; and it is his 
duty to do it ; because the.safety of the 
people depends upon his so doing. Let 
tiiu fry them: however: let him say, 
[f you turn me out, you turn me out 
hand in hand with tie people. His 
power would be as durable as his life 
or his health, if he chose it to be so, 
and his name would livein the grateful 
recollection of the children of the chil- 
dren who have. yet to be born. No 
man ever stood in such an important 
situation as Lord Grey stands at this 
very moment, A week or two will 
probably decide whether he be to be 
huddled away into everlasting rr 
along with the Addiagtons, the Per 

cevals, the Jenkinzons, and the Wel- 
lingtons, or whether he be to be 
reverenced in life and remembered after 
death as the restorer of the freedom, 
the happiness, and the honour of Eng- 
land. Zhe nation will not sink: let 
him remember that. Confusion and 
would make 
but out 


of that confusion it would rise, having 


broken all its shackles, and cast all its 


elements of greatness, 


lebts to the winds, greater, higher in 
spirit, more prosperous, and more 
powerful than ever. Here are all the 
God has done 


| every-thing for us, and our forefathers 


‘red them; while. 


have handed down God’s gifts unim- 
paired: our own industry and energy 
are too great to suffer us to become a 
little nation ; but the desirable thing is, 


-and the thing r for which I have ple aded, 


ever since I had the power of pleading 
for any-thing, is, that the restoration 


should be accomplished i ina peaceable 
‘manner; that we should regain all that 


ill-votten power which they cannot keep | 
a Vithout a new code of laws, the most 


harsh and sauguinary that the 
ever beheld. 


: done above of the feelings and disposi- 


worid ; 
In speaking as I have, 


our forefathers bequeathed us, and that, 
too, without the spilling of one drop of 
English blood. T hat this may be done, 
if Lord Grey will say the word, I am 
certain ; and that he will say that word, 
is my most anxious wish. Before I 


tion of the people of England, | know | i shall be able to put pen to paper again, 





I know that | the question will probably have 


been 
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decided ; but, come what. will, I shall | ve done, whatever my own private opinions 


be satisfied of having done my duty. 
Wa. COBBETT. 
P.S. It was my intention to insert 
here the speech of Sir Taomas Ber- 
vor’s and those of the other speakers at 


may be upon the question of universal suffrage, 
1 shall not quarrel with the measure, though 
it goes not the length L wish it to go. Good 
policy Cemands unity of sentiment, if we wish 
to obtain an¥ part of what we agree as neces. 
Sary; at the same time houesty demands that 





we should avow our opinions, and though some 


the Norwich Meeting; but I have not! men will not go the length I go, yet I can act 


room. Some of these speeches would 
make the ears of the boroughmongers 
tremble. [ cannot refrain, however, 
from inserting that of Sir Tuomas 
BEEVOR. 





Sik Tuomas Brevor then came forward, 
and said—In rising te propose to you a series 
of resolutious, | canuot help recurring to the 
progress Reform has made in men’s 
minds within a short period. Not many years 
ago thease who advocated Reform were a few 
despised caluummated individuals, aud only 12 
years bas passed since the thousands who 


whic h 


met to petition for Reform at Manchester were 
attacked by the yeomanry, cut down and 
trampled upon, and for this act of tyranny and 
oppression the thanks of the country were 
voted to the magistracy, upon the motion of 
your noble fellow citizen, Lord Sidmouth. 
(Laughter and hooting. Now bow different 
is the case—the schoolmaster is abroad, men 
better know their rights, and even our wise 
rulers fee! that men have rights as well as 
duties; but the present time is more peculiarly 
adapted for the discussion of the question, he- 
cause the noble Lord at the head of the Go- 
vernment, and those united with bim in the 
Administration, are 
Reform, but stand ple dged, aud iudeed have 
come into power, for the express purpose of 
carrying it into effect. This however is no 
reason why we should relax our efforts ; let us 
remember that iu the present Admiuistration 
there are some of the friends of Mr. Canning, 
the implacable enewy of Reform. Another 
party who came into office about three years 
ago, and gave the question the go-by on the 
pretext that the people were iudiffereut to it. 
Let it be recollected by every mau that when 
the Duke of Wellington brought in his great 
measure of Emancipation, it was suffered to 
pass, clogged with a clause by which 300,600 
frisbhimen were disfranchised. With respect 
to the present distracted state of the country, 
it was to have been hoped from the present 
Mivistry that something might have been 
done. Something lias been done—an increase 
of the army has been ordered, and special 
Commissioners have been sent round the 
country tu expound the law to deluded men, 
that is, to hang, trausport, and imprison the 
seffering population by wholesale. It is neces- 
gary to show Miuisters that we shail not be 
content with the shadow of Reform. 


an alteration of the system which will go largely 
to increase the elective franchise, 


not only favourable to} 


It is Wot | cheers.) 
disfranchisenieut but extension we want; it is | Writers was that the mass of the people wert 


If that | —if they cannot show any better argument 


| with those whose views upon the question are 
| not so extended a5 my own. 1 will endeavour 
| to state to you my feeling on the subject, and 
| I pledge myself never to let the question rest 
i till the whole is obtaineds It is not necessary 
that I should enter at great length into the 
general question, but in stating my views, | 
| will lay before you some arguments which, to 
mv mind, have appeared conclusive. First, 
|| am an advocate for universal suffrage, with. 
out any qualification, mental reservation, or 
restriction whatsever. If au extension of suf. 
frages be granted, there is nv point at which 
itcan stop. The argument which applies to 
some applies with equal force to all. Some 
say, Let property be the qualification ; { 
but what man is there who is pos- 
no property? Numbers of you 
possess uo property but the labour of your 
right hands; but you may be called on to 
serve in the militia; your life aud service 
may be devoted to your country; on an in- 
vasion you may be called on to sacrifice all 
your property, while the wealthy man can for 
afew pounds purchase a substitute. Others 
say that the qualification should be to those 
| who pay direct taxation; but why should it be 
(iu favour of direct taxation? The amonotof 
the former is about oue-eighth, of the latter 
seven-eighths. Why should the one-eighth 
be represented, and the seven eightlis wot? 
Others sav, Intelligenee should be the quali- 
fication. It would be a somewhat difficult 
matter to decide what amount of intelligence 
should be necessary, certainly, if uo more 
intelligence was required to become an elector 
than is necessary to become au hereditary 
legislator, the suffrages would not be very 
limited. With respect to the duration of 
Parliaments, I consider it a matter of very 
secoudary interest; it would be better that 
they should be annual, or rather sessional, 
| than triennial ; it would be much more rea- 
|souable that when the Parliament bas met 
together to transact the business the 
‘country, that they should go through that 
business and dissolve as a matter of course, 
till a similar body should be required for the 
administration of affairs. The arguments 
which are urged in favour of triennial pat 
_liaments apply equally to parliaments of sevel 
or of seventy times seven years. I am nota 
all disposed ou the present occasion tu quibble 
|.or to split upon details: | make only ov 
exception iu favour of the ballot. (Loud 
One of the arguments used by 
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against the adoption than this, their assertions | q right to; but that right is founded on 


must fall to the ground. Another objection | }j, f : he d f labourine - 
s performing the duty of labourin 
to the ballot is, that it would make thepeople | P 5 y &5 


too independent—that the servant would vote | OF ON his being willing to perform tt. 
against the master, aud tenant agaiust the | Itis of great Importance that you un- 
landlord, and so on. This was ouly a proof derstand this matter clearly ; and I will 
that we em yore age y the ara. A nes ' now endeavour to enable you to do it. 
20Op st. ay y JAM tore a hl . . 
0, x Pir Sos ai ebelmite canes will I cease here was a time when, in every 
to advocate it till it is gained. The resolu- ;Country in the world, there were no 
tious | have to read, though they do not meet laws, and no such thing as property. 
m) hey _— = — oy —— on ‘ The people used the earth and all its 
rucipte, > . F, as 0 8 * * 
ciple, Bat onthe frst ad ot oints | Heoduce as they pleased ; thats to say, 
of my opinions both im words and principle. each man took whatever he wanted, if 
(Loud cheers.) Sir Thomas then read the his strength or cunning would allow 
resolutions, him to do it. No one acknowledged the 
superiority of any other: might gave 
right: strength and wisdom were su- 
_perior to weakness and folly: and thege 
LABOURERS OF ENGLAND, | was no other superiority or inferiority 
ON THEIR DUTIES AND-THEIR RIGHTS, acknowledged amongst men, This was 
called living under the law of nature. 
| When God put it into the hearts of men 
Dear FFLLOW-COUNTRYMEN, to change this state of things, and to 
You have always been dear to me, | makerules and laws for the observance of 
whose greatest pride it is that I was | the whole, they agreed that the whole of 
born and bred amongst you; who has,'the community or body of people 
in his travels about the world, never should enforce these laws, against any 
seen any people so industrious, so sin- | one or more that broke them. ‘The 
cere, SO Virtuous, parents so tender, chil- ‘great law of all was this; that, in 
dren so affectionate, servants so wil- | future, every man should keep to him- 
lingly obedient, friends so steady and. self; should call Ais own: should be 
sotrue Your character and your con- able to apply to his own use solely ; that 
duct have always made you dear to me ; | which he had got by his labour. For 
no time, no distance, has weakened my_ instance, John Stiles, when living under 
regard for, or my anxiety for, your wel- | the law of nature, might take a piece of 
fare; from: across the seas [ addressed | land, and cultivate it, and have a crop 
you; through the walls of a prison you | of wheat growing on it; but, when fit 
heard my voice ; my heart has always | for the sickle Tom Nokes, a great degl 
been gladdened by your happiness, and | stronger man than Stiles, might come 
saddened by your calamities ; but, if|and cut the wheat and carry it away and 
you have always been dear to me, you are |let Stiles have none of it. dt is nat 
doubly dear to me now, when your afflic- | likely that men would be so villanously 
tions are sp great and so various, and ;unjust as this, or that the rest of the 
when Lam cheered with the hope of | people would be so base as to stand by 
seeing you once more the happy people | and to see Stiles thus bereft of his wheat, 
that our grandfathers and grandmothers and have nothing left to exist upon, 
were. ‘perhaps, buta few wheel-barrows full 
In this important crisis, pray hear me | of damned potatoes ; this is not likely ; 





TO THE 


Kensington, 24th January, 1831. 


| patiently, while I speak to you of your | but it might happen, and sometimes did 


duties as well as of your rights: for, in| happen, perhaps, aud therefore all the 


) demanding the latter, you ought not to! people agreed to enter into .a society, 


forget the former ; duties and rights go | to make rules that should give Stiles.ag 


_ together ; and he who refuses to perform | exclusive right to his crop, and that 
the first, tacitly abandons his right to |should punish such a fellow as Nokes as 
_thelast. Good food, raiment, and all ‘arobber, if he came to take the crop 
the necessaries of life, the labourer has | away. | 
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Here, my friends, you see the origin {out of the hearts of the very best and 
of property, which word means a! most virtuous of all mankind, the agri- 
thing which belongs to a person’s cultural labourers of this land, so fa- 
self, and a thing that nobody else has! voured by God Alin’ evhty, and for so 
any right to. But, observe, Stiles) many ages the freest and happiest 
had no property in the crop till he! eountry in the world!+ But, my friends, 
created it by his dabour; and that, ‘men did not enter into civil society for 
therefore, labour, and labour only, is the pnrpose of bringing upon them- 
the sole foundation of any property selves dutics only: they had another 
whatsoever. Man’s first duty, then, is object ; namely, that of creating and 
to Jabour in some way or other in order enjoying rights. Just, indeed, as we 
to raise his means of living. If his have seen imthe case. of John Stiles, 
father, for instance, have laboured be-' who had his crop of wheat taken away 
fore him, and has given or left him the/by the stronger man Nokes, who left 
fruit of his labour, he has as good a him nothing but a few wheel-barrows 
right to that as if it were the fruit of full of accursed potatoes, and all their 
Shis own labour ; a man’s next duty is, natural consequences, poverty of blood, 
to refrain from ‘tal ‘ing by force or by; leprosy, scrofula,  pottlé-belly, and 
fraud the property of another man; swelled heels! Now, whenever civil 
for, to protect men in the enjoyment of society produces such a state of things, 
their property was the great end in when a laborious man like John Stiles 
forming civil society. Perhaps it would js treated’in the same way that Nokes 
not be difficult to prove, that men who treated him, that civil society has not 
are compelled to work for their bread, answered its purpose. Labour, as we 
are, provided they earn a sufficiency of have seen, was the foundation of all 
food and of raiment and other neces-| property, and must always be the 
saries of life, as happy and even happier foundation of property. The labourer, 
than those who are not compe led to therefore, has a property in his labour; 
work for their bread; but at any rate, and, as St. James says in his Epistle, 
such is the nature of things, such is the|}and as Moses and Jesus Christ 
order of the world, that there always himself say, to rob the labourer of 
have been and always must be some his hire, that is to say, to take from 
very rich and some very poor, and great| him or to withhold from him the due 
multitudes not rich ; but in a just state’ reward of his labour, is the greatest 
of things, there never will be. great crime that man can commit against 
multitudes steeped in poverty. The God. 
order of the world demands that some! The rights of the labourer are, first, to 
shall think, while others work; that) have food, raiment, fuel lodging, medi- 
some shall make and execute the laws/cal and spiritual comfort, in return for 
to which all are to yield obedience.‘ his labour, and all these, too, in quantity 
Poverty, therefore, even in its extreme!and quality suflicient for the preset va- 
state, gives nv man aright to view his tion of his life, health, and vigour. 
rich neig! ibour with an evil eye, much Next, if he be unable to work, unablé 
less to do him mischief on account of | to earn a sufficiency for his fan#ly, or 
his riches. Ifthe laws be impartial in| unable to obtain work so as to obtain 
themselves, and be executed with im- that sufficiency ; in either of these cases, 
partiality, every man’s conscience will|he and his family have a right to have 
tell him, that it is his bounden duty to | a sufficiency supplied out of the super- 
yield them a cheerful obedience, and fluitics of those to whom the law of 
further, to yield respect and honour to| civil society has secured more than they 
those who are charged with the execu- lwant. his claim of the poor min Is, 
tion of the laws. : fas Jade Blackstone states, founded in 
Such are the great duties of all men} the very first principle of civil society ; 
in civil society; and God forbid that’ for it cannot be believed that men can 


these principles should ever be rooted have assented to enter civil society for 
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any purpose other than that of the benefit | 
of the whole; it cannot be believed that a 
million of men, for instance, entered into | 
civil saciety in order that ‘a couple of 


thousand should have all the meat and } forefathers lived, and that we 
all the bread and all the good clothing, | 


and that all the rest should live upon 
potatoes and go covered with miserable 
rags. No man upon earth, unless he be 
one who lives upon the labour of others, 
will pretend to believe that men entered 


into civil society, in order that those, 


who did no work, that led idle lives, 
that created nothing, should have bread 


and flour and beer and clothing and all | 
sorts of good things, a hundred times 


more than they wanted; while those 
that labouted and made all these things, 
were compelled to live upon a miserable 
watery root, or die with starvation. 

Such are theduties and such therig ‘ts 
of labouring men. Our forefathers, who 
well understood those duties and those 

rights, cheerfully performed the one 

nd amply enjoyed the other. They 
had an abundance of meat, of bread, 
and of all the fruits of the earth; they 
were clothed throughout in good woo iT. 
len and linen; they had great store of 
household goods and of every-thing to 
make life easy and pleasant ; and when 
old age or widowhood, or the orphan 
state, or accident, or any circumstance 
producing indigence, befel them, the 
priest of the parish maintained them 
out of the tithes, administering to their 
wants as the law enjoined, “ with his 
“own hands in charity, humility, and 
‘merey.” And this, observe, was a 
RIGHT which they enjoyed, and that, 
too, a right as perfect as that of any 
man to his house or his land. When 
our country was bereft, by means which 
I have not now the room to describe, 
of that species of protection for the 
poor, the poor-law was passed to supply 
ie place of that protection; to paro- 
chial relief, therefore, the aged, the 
widow, the orphaa, the infirm, amongst 
the labouring people, have just the 
same right as their forefathers had to 
that which was administered to them in 
so just and kind and Christian-like a 
Manner, 

That the ministers and the Parlia- 


ment may be pleased to listen to the 
‘advice which [ have so respectfully 
tendered to them in the forgoing letter ; 
that you may live as happy lives as our 
may all 
see harmony once more restored in 
Eugland, is the sincere prayer ot 

Your faithful Friend, 


Wan. COBBETT. 


* 





TO 
THE LABOURLNG PEOPLE 
OF BOLLEY. 


Kensington, 24th January, 1831. 

Ix No. IV. of this work, fb addressed 
you on the subject of FLEMING’S 
(Willis) speech, made against me, at a 
dinner at Botley, w here ¢ one of the keen 
WakNERS Was in the chair at one end 
of the table. They EXULTED at the 
circumstances that drove me from Bot- 
ley. Ina few weeks afterwards we read 
of an attack on the homestead of Willis 
(Fleming); and now, in the weekly paper 
(“Tae Bator”) of yesterday, we read 
the following :—‘' A most alarming fire 
“broke out last night at the seat of 
* J. Fleming, Esq. (one of the mem- 
bers for this county), at Stoneham 
“ Park, four miles from this place, 
which threatened destruction to:the 
mansion, but by the wind chang- 
ing, this disastrous fire was con- 
“fined to the two wings which were 
completely gutted. No lives were lost, 


on 
7 


“and the property, we believe, was in- 
* sured. It has been ascertained beyond 
ce 


doubt, that the fire originated in the 
apartments appropriated to the ser- 
“ vants, therefore it is wot fo be consi- 
“* dered as the work of an incendiary, 
“but the pure result of accident.” 
What! the two wings take fire by acci- 
dent at one and the same time! This 
paragraph is, apparently, taken from 
the paper of the very villain, at South- 
ampton, who published the attack on 
me by Wicixis and the Graspatis and 
their crew. They have, seemingly, some- 
thing else to do now than to utter slan - 
ders on me. It will be curious to hear 
what they will have to say, when Flem- 


c 


“~ 


. 


ing gives the Graspa.ts the next guttle 
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and guzzle. In the meanwhile Ll have 
the pleasure to tell you, that I sleep as 
soundly as you do. 

Wa. COBBETT. 





FALL 


oF 
SIGNOR WAITFHMAN. 

Tur efforts of this * City 
Cock” to get intoa fat birth for life, 
that of Crry CuamBercvain, have been 
defeated in a most signal manner, the 
poll being 3405 for Sir James Shaw, 


noisy 


and 1986 for him, when, on Wednesday | 


night, he gave up the contest. [am 
aware of the natural dislike of my 
readers to have their valuable time 
wasted on remarks on the conduct of 
such a man; but, there are circum- 
stances, connected with 
which will, | hope, be my apology for 


the remarks that I am about to offer, | 


On the 26th instant, I sent the ‘follow- 
ing letter to the Editor of the Jlorning 
Chronicle. 


To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 


Kensington, 26th Janwary, 1831. 

Sir,—I went, on Friday last, with the 
intention of being the very first Livery- 
man of London to vote for Sir James 
Shaw in preference to Mr. Alderman 
Waithman. I was prevented from so 
doing by the speech of the Alderman, 
which, in point of length, exceeded that 
of the time that I had to spare. To- 
day I have voted in accordance with 


my first intention; and, if you will be) 


Fatt or SiGnor Walraxsan. 


this election, | 
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at my house, in the year 1800; we soon 
, became opposed to each other ia polities; 
but. though we had not spoken to each 
other for some years, he came to see me 
when I was in prison, and, upon leaving 
that prison, | found that though Messrs. 
Alderman Woop and GoopBeunrre had 
greatly interested themselves for me, it 
was fo him that [ owed a great part of 
ithe indulgent treatment that | experi- 
enced, to which there belonged this 
additional merit, that he does not, even 
to this hour, know that I ever was ap- 
prised of his benevolent interference, 
Still, Sir, notwithstanding these con- 
| siderations, which by most men will be 
considered sufhcient to determine my 
'choice, in a case where the office to be 
obtained has no apparent connexion 
iwith political principles or conse- 
quences, if I had seen in his opponent 
a man uncaceptionable in other respects, 
and of my own political principles, I 
should have deemed it my duty to vote 
for that opponent ; because the happi- 
ness and honour of our country ought, 
‘in my opinion, to be preferred before 
every good of a nature more confined, 
But, Sir, do I see in Mr. Waithman 
‘a man of my political principles ? The 
great principle is, and has been, in this 
country, for years, the absolute necessity 
of a radical reform of the Parliament. 
To that principle Mr. Waithman is a 
‘greater enemy than Sir James Shaw, in 
just that degree that open is less in- 
jurious than disguised enmity. When 
Mr. Waithman was Sheriff, he refused 
to call a meeting for reform in the 


| 
} 


so kind as to give me the room, I will | county of Middlesex, though the re- 
state to you, and through you to my | quisition, most numerously and re- 
brother Liverymen, my reasons for giv- | spectably signed, was carried him by 
ing this vote, which reasons are as fol-| Major Cartwright. In the perilous 
lows: | year 1817, when thousands of petitions 

I have known Sir James Shaw rather! were presented for reform, he got up 
more than thirty years ; and [ never have €@ meeting at the Freemasons’ Tavern, 
known a man of more uprightness and|to pray for a reform more moderate 


more benevolence, completely severed 
from al! ostentation. I have known 
several of his acts, either of which 
would add lustre to the brightest cha- 
racter. I have never been what can be 
called intimate with him; our acquain- 
tanceship arose from his visiting an 
American gentleman, a common friend, 


than the petitions prayed for ; and his 
\language upon that occasion was such 
las to encourage the Sidmouths and 
Castlereaghs to pass the horrible laws 
by which they crashed the press and 
crammed the dungeons. If he, or his 
sons, had not places under the Whigs, 


in 1806, it was not for want of asking 
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And have we forgotten his “ re- | 
tiring from public life,” with all the 
Jugubrious solemnity with which a Nun 
takes the veil, carrying with him, bow- 
ever, into his retirement, a service of 
plate, instead of a crucifix? Have we 
forgotten this, and his throwing off the 
veil (perhaps it was a shawl), and 
coming out again with more front than | 
ever, as soon as he had compounded for 
his sins? And have we forgotten his 
refusal to listen to the Butchers in the 
case of the grand contemplated job for 
slaughtering cattle by steam; and have 
we so soon forgotten the figure his 
name makes in the Appendix to the 
Parliamentary Report on that curious 
matter? And can we have forgotten 
his conduct with respect to the City 
Meeting for the purpose of applauding 
the French for their last glorious 
achievement? And, looking at these 
things, or at any one of a score others 
that 1 might mention, are men to be 
accused of * political apostacy,”’ because 
they prefer the consistent, the sincere, 
the modest, the upright, the henevolent, 
though politically erroneous, Sir James 
Shaw to a man like this? 
Lam, Sir, 
Your most obedient 
And most humble servant, | 
Wau. COBBETY. | 

The letter arrived too late, [ suppose, | 
for insertion in the Chronicle of the | 
27th. At the close of the poll, on| 
Wednesday, just after 1 came away, the 
speech-making began, and Watraman 
again accused his opponents, and me 
amongst the rest, of political apostacy, 
and even of “ rank conspiracy.” One 
of his partizans, a Mr. Ditirox, who, 
it seems, came from a Committee in 
Westminister, produced a (fetter from 
Burdett to the chairman of this com- 
mittee, in the following words : 

** Brighton, Jan. 25, 1831. 

“ Dear Sin,—i am sorry | was not earlier 
aware that | had any power of serving Mr 
Waithman in bis election for the Chamber- 
lainship of the city of London, or of marking, 
with propriety, my sense of the invariable con- 
duct of Mr. Alderman Shaw, as a public man, 
aad particularly of bis cenduct as Sheriff 


towards the electors of Middlesex, during the 
great contest with Mr. Maiawaring, the pre- 








29Tn January, 1931. 


'Mr. Alderman Shaw’s on the other. 


| myself into a coach and come yp. 
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siding Magistrate, and Aris, the gavler of 
the Coldbath-fields prison ; and which, fiually 
aud fortunately, established the independence 
of the great metropolitan county. Upon that 
occasion Mr. Alderman Waithman’s exertions 
were not wanting on one side, any more than 
Both la- 


boured, as they always have laboured, in their 


\vocation, and both are fairly and equally en- 


titled to the support of all those who maintain 
the same principles with themselves ; but that 
Mr. Hume should withhold his support from 
Mr. Waithman, and give it to Mr. Alderman 
Shaw, is news indeed—it both grieves and 
surprises me. He cannot surely know tire 
history of the times mw which we lived previous 
to his entrance upon his public career, or have 
a notion of the dangers and difficulties and 
disadvantages Mr. Waithmau exposed himself 
to, in Maintaining a cause few men ventured 
to own, though now become fashionable 5 bor, 
on the other hand, of the obvious line of safe 
aud selfish policy his antagovist, with all the 
selfseekers of the day, then followed. Verily, 
he hath had his reward; and if it de- 
pended on the electors of Middlesex, 4 am 
satisfied Mr. Waithman would now, theugh 
late, reap his: I sincerely hope he may, uot 
so much on bis own account—although I am 
anxious on that for | think he deserves 
it—as on account of the public, to which 
uothing is more prejudicial than the constant 
example of unrequited efforts in its behalf, ac- 
companied with moertifying neglect. | am 
vlad to hear that J7r. Hobhouse pre sides at the 
meeting to-day; it must be pleasing to-the 
electors of Westminster, so mavy of them being 
electors of Adiddleser, Had I known in time, 


alsv, 


‘and that I gould have been of any use, I 


would, notwithstanding my old enemy the 
gout has hold of me by the heel, have put 
It is trou- 
blesome to write, so | must end; have, the 
gouduess to give this letter to Mr. Waithman’s 
Chairman, with 50l. contribution towards his 
expenses, ** ] remain, dear Sir, 
** Yours Very siucerely, 
“ F. Burpett.”” 

The reader will laugh at these sly 
hints about Middlesex, particularly at 
the idea of a poor good-for-nothing 
thing like this, thinking that he could 
set people against Mr. Humg, who, be 
it remembered, did NOT “ stick his 
hnuees in Canniny’s back!” ‘This is a 
pretty fellow to talk about consistency, 
and to+ip up the anti-reforming prin- 
ciples of Sir James Shaw! This is a 
pretty fellow to “ grieve” at Mr. 
Hume’s supporting, for a civil office, a 
man who, 25 years ago, opposed him 
in politics! and Hosaouse, too! fed 
with pap purchased with public money, 
and married to a wife who had, all her 
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life, been tax-fed! This if another} The hand-bill, circulated in 1517, 
honourable proof of the contre of entitled “ SIGNOR WAITHMAN,” 
Waithman’s pretensions. But, do we representing him asa Ponrricat Quack, 
not judge of this man’s cause at once,’ was written by Major Cartwright, and 
when we see amongst his supporters | [ have it now, ix the Major's own hand- 
Burperr. und Honnovsr, who were, writing! TheM jor read it to Burdett 

only a few months ago, actually pelted and me, at the house of the former, in 
Off the hustings at Covent Garden by the James Street. The Major had no 
peopld, of whom they have the brass | thought of having it printed ; but Bur- 
still to call themselves the represen- | dett insisted that it was too vood a thing 
tatives? But (f had like to have for- tobe kept out of print. So that Waith- 
gotten him) Warraman had another) man did not know that it was to this 
supporter, Mr. Woorer, who speechilied | consistent and serious friend of his, that 
and acensed me of having deserted sor’ ben owed the roar of Jaughter raised 
country in gotd Li apt entto America! | against him by that hamorous squib, 
This miserable declaimer, whose wri- But, “ conspiracy '” What share have 
ee could not livea day in any-thing | J, at any rate, had in such conspiracy ; 
higher than a T'wo-penny scale f This L.\ who have been speaking contemptu- 
battered sot, whose brains, when not ously of him for fenrfeen years at the 
animated by gin, are as vapid as the least. And as to the other cons pirators, 
contents of a mug filled from the tap-) to not one man of them did I ever 
tub; this scribe, who was silenced at} speak on the subject, in my life. Nay, 
once by an act that put his productions | until about a month ago, “I have not, 

at a price but one degree higher than; [ am pretty certain, spoken to Sir 


| 
| 


waste paper! ‘This is apretty specimen | James Shaw for these ten years last 
of the supporters ef Waithman ; a fine} past. Then, he being walking up 
and triumphant contrast with the} Fleet Street, “and I bei: ng i in my chaise, 
* Slades and the Rouths,’ who were going home, 1 got as near to him as I 


] ** 
nya 
ahd 


é > 
. apostates 


conspirators be- | could, and, as soon as I caught his eye, 
cause thev ¢ | 


‘red in opinion from wv. said: ‘ Ah! we Jacobins shall beat you 
man like this! now!’ And, laughing, shook his um- 
, , . . . } . —— 
Waithman makes it a crime in the! brella at me, and said something that | 
* Strapes and the Rourss,” that they! cou ud sot hear for the noise of the 
proposed io raise a sum of monev * to) whee In short, my vote was viven, 
' .. wy a RE ee VI . 
put Mr. Cobbettin Parliament. Why, when y knew that it was not waxted, 
the lid subseribe: : | the ‘ Ae 
ev did suvserive; and, the only aii 


‘ 
wer 
tlale 


-| merely as a mark of my great respect 
ference between them and his worthy | for his excellent private character, and 
friend, Burdett, in this respect is, the; ylas a mark of my detestation of the 
did it without promisin gto doit; an ij public character of his opponent. 

that he mest solemnly pre mised to do it,| Asif we still wanted some additional 
and didnot doit! ‘This isthe difference proof of the sillin es s, the low-minded- 
Mdiviecs Wa rHMANS supporter and | ness, the want of decent pride, the want 
those who * conspired ” ara inst him. | of common spirit in this blustering and 
His friend, Mr. Dittox, when he was) brazen bawler. I hate to fillup my 
pointing to the slatue of Pitt, as that | paper with this rubbish; but as it is 
of the man who had done so much |iikely to be amongst the last that is 
mischief to the country, was not aware, | to come from him, let us have it. 

perhaps, that Waithman himself voted fas oe Rae mR ce 
jor the putting up of that very stalue, Psy He Gaal Aas hen aa. hiv the } jns- 
or, at least, did not oppose it ; and that | tice to believe that he would not shrink back 
his apology for so doing was, that his | from any coutest of that sort so long as there 
friend Cuanrry, who was to make the! was the slightest chance that its continuauce 
statue, who was to have our money for | would be attended with the slightest beneht te 


d , ] jthe public. Notwithstanding the dangerous 
> s ? 
oing the jo 9, Was "a true frien of | illness of his son, and notwithstanding the 


liberty ! - | shameful desertion of his political friends, be 
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had still borne up, determined to give the 
Livery an opportucity of recording their votes 
Could he do more—could they require more at 
his hands? = Ile felt perfectly satisfied, that if 
the Livery, at the conmnencement of the E! 
tion, had been made seusible of the deep con- 
spiracy which was formed to defeat his just 
claims—however he felt that he had done his 
duty, and that the time had vow arrived when 
he ought to follow the advice of those friends 
who recommended him no longer to continue 
so exhausting a contest. (Applause.) He 
then proceeded to defend the attacks he had 
made upon the characiers of his oppovents, 
that they were public men, open to 
auimadversion, and meu whose conduct would 
hereafter be marked with the detestation and the 
abhorrence which it deserved. Henextadverted 
to his couduct respecting the dale Queen, and 
the sacrifices to which that led. Sits evemies 
might rejoice that his pocket had veen picked 
of the expeuses of the present contest; but 
he should still persevere in the same steady 
and undeviating course. I[f he could 
afford to Leep a two-pair front room, he would 


Cc. 


saying 


keep a two-pair back room, and. go on still, 
and, like Andrew Marvel, dine off nis bone 
of cold mutton: his health might fail, and 
somicht his tale nt: but he would support the 
great cause with his CYywng breath. Ihe a 
mpund to ae the Bank of England the justi 

of seying, that he met with so deal osition from 


that t quarter; but he had been defeat ed, and 
the corrupt inf! luence excited against him only 
the more couvineced him of the necess?ly f the 
Ballot. (Great appiause ij ic ared tha 

the Government was not about to pri ceed in 


hot | 
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| Ward, at the St. Thomas’s Day 
before the last? Did any man ever 
_ witness partiality so gross and so foul? 
|Did he not then defend every abuse, 
every waste of the city’s money; nay, 
did he not tell the Livery to take care 
how they countenanced such rummag- 
ing into their accour its, lest they should 
be deprived of their funds altogether ! 
[iere, too, as in all other respects, the 
two candidates present a most striking 
contrast. At that very election Mr. 
ScaLes, though opposed in politics to 
Sir James Shaw, applauded his impar- 
tiality, and either proposed or seconded 
avote of thanks to him on that score. 
Iu short, whatever Liveryman reflected, 


in this case, had no choice: the one 
|candidate was so fit, and the other so 
unfit, that, tothe man who thought, 


‘there was no roomy for choice. Each 
eandidade has got his just allotment: 
the one, the means of ext ending the 
his benevolence; and the 
a pretty good punishment for his 
| ennenit, his insvlence, and his greedi- 


ness. 


‘sphere of 
other 


COBBETT. 





TO THE 


MARQUIS OF BLANDFORD. 


6 


a riglt course—he feared that they would | 
at last sling the people into violet courses 
He believed that with such a government 
the people could not Jong be prevented 
from taking affairs inte their own hands. 
He might be asked why he had not sooner 


the men with whom 
he was, like éai- 
recruus ’ and ie did lot 
hut (hey had 


exposed the hellowiness ey 
he dealt? He confessed, 
ste ff; ashamed of his 
tiem 5 f 
themselves. He thauked his many 
for their saying that the 
poll-hooks would of necessity be opened on 
the following morning, but neither he nor any 
of his Committee would aitend. 


“ Andrew Marvel” indeed 
Oo eS) ‘lever be ar lare 
Anurew Jaarvel ever beg for a plac 
As to his “ sacrijices for the Queen,” I 


like tu €Xpose NOW Ca- 
posed 


friends kindness, 


! Did 


2 


could, if I would, tell a story that 
vould make the town laugh for a 
month! His “ pocket picked!” The 
low, the vulgar man, does he accuse 


the Livery of picking his pocket, 


meoey because they would not vote for | 


him ! They seem, at any rate, to 
have been resolved, not to lead him 
into a temptation of the sort. What 
Was his condact as Alderman of our 


Boit-Court, Jan. 27th, 1831. 


My Lorn, 

I nave been informed, that a few 
weeks 8% your Lordship, by letter, 
told a Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land, that the guilt of sciting some of the 
fires had been brought home to me, and 
,that, in consequence, I had absconded. 
The object of this present letter is, to 
request your Lordship to have the good- 
ness to inform me whether you ever did 
communicate, in the manner above- 
mentioned, such information; and to 
apprize you, at the same time, that this 
letter will be published in the next Re- 
gister, and also any answer that your 
Lordship may be pleased to give there- 
to. 

lam, your Lordship’s most humble 

aud most obedient servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 


| 
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No S of TWO-PENNY TRASH will ' 
be published on the Lst of February.— } 


A gentleman has written to me for leave 
to translate No. 7 INITIO WELSH, to 
which | have assented. 

I shall make a grand show-up of 
“* Spiritual Persons” next week. ‘They 
have outwitted themselves this time ! 
The whole country rings with Codbbett’s 
Nermons' Cobbett's Protestant Re- 
formation! But, what more is wanted 
than Two-penny Trasu, No. 7? 

This little work is ]1ls. a hundred, if 
more than 300 copies are taken. 
‘* Cheap Government” this, at any 
rate. 


To the Editor of Tue Recisrer. 


oO”, 


January 27, 1831. 


Sir—lI shall feel greatly obliged by 
your telling me, through the medium 
of your paper, how it is that, although 
meetings are taking place all over the 
Kingdom, on the subject of Reform, 
and the necessity of the Ballot, almost 
unanimously acknowledged, there has 
been no meeting for Reform in South- 
Surely it is not because Sir 
Wilson waxed wroth on the 


wark. 
Ri ybert 


subject of the Ballot, in the House of | 
| 


Commons, some time since. 

And perhaps you can explain how it 
is that there has been no meeting of 
the City of Westminster. 


; because if that were the case 
it could be held in Palace-yard, or some 
other place remote from the danger 
arising from a shower of these ob- 
noxious missiles. 

We are, doubtless, likely to have a 
grand meeting of the Corporation of 


turnips ; 


IRELAND. 


It cannot be’ 
from the fear of cabbage-stalks and) 
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IRELAND. 


THe run upon the Bauks, though not to 
any extent worth speaking of, has com- 
menced even in Dublin, and every-where 
directions have been issued by the Bank of 
Ireland to limit the discounts, and to sus. 
pend as much as possible the issue of paper, 
and this at the approach of a famine in the 
West of Ireland, avd a frightful scarcity in 
every other part of the kingdom. But it is 
all fur a repeal of the Union—all the conse- 
quent suffering must be incurred for the good 
cause, and to please the great agitator! 
Fools ! you are preparing a whip of scorpions 
for yourselves ! 

You will not injure the Banks—that we 
kuow is not in your power; but you are pre- 
paring insolvency for yourselves ! 

ALARM IN THE Movry-MAr KET. — Since 
the preceding lines were written, we have 
received several communications from the 
country and from our mercantile friends in 
town, which fill us, we confess, with deep 
‘alaria. Mr, O'Connell may be much nearer 
(in bringing eonfusion on the country than 
ever, in his most sanguine moments, he could 
have imagined. Circulars, we kKuow, have 
been sent by one great house, and perhaps by 
others, in the coru-trade, tu their factors and 
correspondents in the country, intimating 
that for the present they must suspend all 
business—that they will not accept any bills 
—in consequence of the panic created by Mr, 
O'Connell. The Banks in Dublin, including 
| the Bank of Ireland, have declined the most 
solvent bills—and there is a great gloom this 
day spreal over the city. ‘* The arrests,” 
says The Morning Register, “for the cou- 
spiracy to evade or defeat the Lord Lieu- 
terant’s Proclamation, caused Bank Stock to 
fall 3 per cent. yesterday. So much for the 
wisdom of the arrests !"’ 

We are surprised that The Register, which, 
| at least, knows something of the operations of 
trade, and the delicacy of public credit, and 
the causes which have produced the present 
‘alarm, should have let out such a paragraph 
as this. LEvery-thing has fallen, as well as 

Bank Stock, in consequence of the appre- 
hended scarcity of money from Mr, O’Cone 
| nell’s threat. 

Yhe Banks have almost declined discount> 
‘iug. Governmeut Stock has fallen less in 
‘proportion than other securities, because the 
| English market is open; but the merchant 


the City of London on the subject very | who is forced to sell his Bank Stock, which 


shortly, and 


Ciampion of Reforin was, on the very | 


anniversary of the conversion of Saint 


secing that our great) cannot be sent to England, was obliged to 


submit to a reduction of three per ceut.; for 
‘the same reason, Government Debentures 
' have fallen much more than Stock. The best 


». - . ‘ ‘ » . ¢ » 
Paul, converted to the Ballot, [ have  juformed persons consider, that but for the 
no doubt but even that will be agreed London market being open, Government Secue 


to unanimously. 
I am, Sir, 
Your constant reader, 
S. 
Bridge-street, Blackfriars, 


rities would be from five to ten per cenh 
lower than in England. 

ARREsT oF THomas CLoNney, Esg., oF 
Graicue, County KiItkEnny.—Priday morn- 
ing, about nine o’clock, two officers from the 

| Head Police-office applied at Mr, Cloney’s 
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hotel, and inquired for him; receiving for|of panic. Consols and other Government 
answer that he had notas yetieft his chamber, | Securitres, are regulated by the prices at the 
owing to his being somewhat indisposed, they London Stock Exchange 5 but Bauk Stock is 
pulitely desired that he should not be disturbed | a local security, aud capable of heing pecu- 
until bis usual hour of rising, and sak? they | liarly influenced by domestie alarins. ‘The 
would wait on him about twelve o'clock, by | run upon the Bank for gold, which has been 
which hour a number of gentlemen, having, made to a considerable extent, produced a 
heard of the circumstance, called on Mr.! fall in Bank Stock yesterday of early 
Cloney, and tendered their services on the | three per cent.; and up to the momeut at 
occasion. They al proceeded to the Head | which I write the decline continues, bat it will 
Pulice-otfice, accompanied by the two officers, ‘not list long. The Bank, with some incon- 
where Mr. Edward Murphy, the eldest son of | venience, perhaps, will meet any demand that 
the late Beyan Murphy, Esq., of Kennedy’s- | cau be made upon it, and the agitation in our 
lane, in coujpuction with Mr. Audrew Tierney, | Stock Market, which compared with the oc- 
of the house of Tierney, Brothers, and Co., | casional convulsions in your’s, may be Jiken+ 
druggists, Skiuner-row, entered into the re-| ed to a storm in a tea-pot, will very speedily 
quisite securities for Mr. Cloney’s due appear- | subside. About a sixth part of the holders of 
ance in the Court of King’s Bench on the first} Bank Stock are Englishmen. ‘ 
day of Term.—Dublin Morning Register. Meetings of the peasantry in the North, 
The following Order was posted last nicht respecting tithes aud rents, contiane. All 
(Friday) on the board in the Chamber of | accounts agree in representing the distress 
Commerce :-— amongst the poor as most appalling ; and in 
anticipating a famine in the approaching 
COMMERCE. | Summer, potatoes are already becoming very 
“We, the uudersigned, members of the weer eg and ee pee ight Ages. 
Chamber of Commerce, request that you} Sve - allude —— Sos the , — and 
will conveve a general Meeting of the Mem- | * am 3 but - the Suuth, alt wugh t “ pumas 
bers of the Body as early as possible, for the | ‘a has been deficient ry ae districts, yet 
purpose of cousidering the propriety of pre- | on al = — : — oo 
sentinzs au Address to the Marquess of Angle- ' peter ant, und ¢t e price 1s Moderate. nthe 
sey, expressive of their confidence in his Ad- | ¢ ovine! market, for instance, potatoes sell at 
ministration, and his exertions to preserve | geo 23d. MY Sil. per Pa —_ ; 
public peace, and to promote the commercial ee u the South of Ireland severa Reform 
Meetings have recently taken place, and 


aud general prosperity of Ireland. ‘aa b ' 
* The fureguiug requisition, signed by one | Clners DAVE Sean Convent. 


hundred and uiuety-six highly respectable 
mewbers of the Chamber, having been laid 
before the Council, and considered, it was 

* Resolved—That the Requisitionists be 
respectfully informed that although the Coun 
cil cordially approve of the object of the above 
Requisition, they regret that, iu couscequence Merrion-square, Jam. 21, L641. 
of the existing state of pub'ic excitement,| My BELOVED AND RESPECTED Fritnds,—Ii am 
they deem it inexpedient to call any special | your servant. My duty is to do your business 





“To THR COUNCIL OF TIIF CHAMBER OF 





TO MY CONSTITUENTS, 
*€ Within that land was many a malcontent, 
Who cursed the tyranny to which he bent ;— 
That soil fall many a wringing despot saw, 
Who worked his wantonness in form of law.”” 





general assembly of the Chambeg, . } aud to obey your commands. 1 entirely dis- 
“ By order, claim the doctrine that a representative of the 
** Thomas Jameson, Register.” people cau, without beiug dishonest, disohey 


Mr. Coste_Loe.—Yesterday two warrants | his constituents. If he differs conscientiously 
for the apprehension of Mr. Costelloe arrived | from his constituents, there is but ove course 
in town, ove directly from Dublin, and the} for him to pursue, and that is to resign. ln 
other by the way of Dungannon ; but he had | fact, the contest between a representative and 
gone off in the morving coach before their | his coustituents, is almost always a contro- 
arrival—We expected something of this kind. | versy between selfish interest and sacred duty, 
—Belfast News Letter. When I solicited your votes, I pledged my- 

' 
| 





OranGemen.—We understand that this! self te coustant attendance in the House, I 
body has lately been greatly augmented in| have hitherto kept that pledge unbroken. It 
the north, and a new lodge-of highly respecta- | was and is my fixed determination to be in 
ble members is about to be formed in Belfast; | Loudon the day Parliament meets, unless I 
au. this is the cousequence of Mr. O’Connell’s am prevented by the paltry prosecution which 
agitatiou—many public-spirited persons, who, , has been instituted agaivst me. 
in ordivary cases, would condemn such as-; | am bound to say that | am perfectly con- 
sociations, being now of ,opinion that, they | vinced that the principal motive of the most 
are at this time called on to counteract the active advisers of this miserable prosecution 
agitator’s insidious efturts to produce revolu- | is to prevent me from attending in my place 
tion in this country.— Belfast Chronicle. to describe and denounce the despotic, arbi- 

Dunn, Jan. 20.—Jn our little Stock-mar- trary, and most uunecessary measures that 
ket, which may be regarded as a representa- have been resorted to in Ireland. 
tion of our limited capital, there is now a sort’ It would not be convenient for some arch- 
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jobbers in Ireland, who contrive to stick their 
families, like leeches, to suck the heart's 
blood of [reland, to have me expose all the 
details of that species qf peculatiou which 
enriches one family at the expense of an im- 
poverished and exhausted country. 

But there is one prime grievance which, 
above all things, it is my duty to expose—the 
vestry cesses and the tithe system. In all my 
addresses to you before my election, 1 ven- 
tured to prophesy that the time was fast 


approaching when the people of Eugland 
would join with us ina loud and irresistible 
demand for the total abolition of the tithe 


system. 


That salutary cry has commenced in Eng- 
Jand. It is beginuiug to be re-echoed ina 
proper and legal maoner iv Ireland. The 


accomplisiment of my prophecy is fast ap- 
proaching. fi ft shali be pernutted to Go my 
duty in Parliament this Session, I hope that 
this most important result will be advanced ; 
but, after all, itis only by the repeal of the 
Union that we-can look with certainty for the 
total abolition of tithes. 

This is oue of the wr} 
upon that repeal. Indeed, the Repeal of the 
Union is the great and really healing measure 
which alowe is calculated to form the basis, 


and raise the superstructure of prosperity in | 


must accuinu- 


famine aud pes- 


Ireland. Withaut it, 
late ; poverty tnust imcrease 5 
tilence, which are yearly taking a wider range, 
must become almost universal; and Irelaud 
must become a solitude or a si vughter-house. 
I say this advisedly. 


distress 


Bet the Repeal of the Union terrifies the 
sordid aristocratic absenutees, and especially 
the blvated pluralists of the Established 


Church, who shudder lest we Radical Reform- 
ers aud anti-Unionists should realize ourplanu, 
of the payinent by the State of all such of the 
Protestant Clergy as really perform spiritual 
functioiis, in an ample proportion to their real 
labours, and not payiog at all those who do no 
work, 

It is, however, thought wise and prudent to 
keep me out of the House of Commons this 
Session, and, accerdingiy, this 
» against me, 


ul 


cution has been got uy 


I feel it my duty to give you this outline of | 


the motives that have, | am convinced, insti- 
gated the advisers of this prosecution. 
me remind you that it requires pot only a Re- 
former but a Lawyer, to speak in the House 
with effect ou the subject of the late Proclama- 
tions, aud, in particular, to expose the illegal 
aud mischievous tendency of the famous Stan- 
ley circular. It would not be disagreeable to 
that young gentleman not to have toencounter 
meon a subject su vitally important to the 
first priuciples of constitutional lberty. 

The late admiuistration declared that they 
would not introduce any coercive measures 
during the Session. When the Tories made 
thus a solemn declaration, they were entitled 
to be believed. It would be impossible to 
give the same credit to the Whigs. Accord- 


Ire 


eat reasons whv I insist | 


stran se prose- | 


Let) 
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| ingly I do anticipate, that in my absence from 
} the House there will be some new, and pro- 
bably more severe Algerine acts (as they have 
been called) introduced by the Whizs. Mark 
me well, recollect my prophecy—you will 
have the Whigs introduce some delusive mea- 
sure—some nibbling at the Suble:ting act— 
it will, probably, be some aggravation to be 
styled an amendment. There willbe au aitera- 
tion iu the Vestry Bill; that probably will 
make it worse than it pow is, There will be 
some little peddling about corporation miono- 
polies, aud a grand inquiry, to last three 
vears longer, into tolls aud customs—and 
these mighty boons will be consummated by 
some law creating a Dictatorship, or some- 
thing of that kind, in Ireland. Belicve meI[ 
shall prove a true prophet, 

Preserve this prophecy—and you will fiud 
that my words will prove true, or, if not quile 
accurate, it is only because L probably un- 
derrate the baseness of some of the Whigs, 

If I am prevented trom attending io my 


| place in parliament—if the voice «of almost 
| universal freland be, in my person, suppressed 
—do not, indeed you cannot, blame me. 


Bat | should be to blame if I in anywise 
transgressed the law. 1] am a lawyer of great 


} 


o 


experience in the Crimimal Law, and vever 
was there a mau more determined not t 
transeress that lawthan Iwas and am. My 


advice to the people for the last 
twenty-five vears always was, as it still is, 
bet to violate the law in any one particular, | 
should, therefore, be both absurd aud crit ina 
if | violated it nyse f intentional y ; and if it 
he said that | have violated it unintentio: ally, 
then, Indes demonstration of the 
enormous absurdity of our Penal Code—«f its 


constathi 


d, there is a 


bility, of its capariciousness, when 
a lawver of 30 years’ standiug, deterinined not 
to vielate the law, and kuowing his every 
act he watched, has yet, in prescnce of 
his enemies, put bimsclf into their power. 

What a beppy elucidation it would be, of 
l that which | have so often complained of and 
exposed—under the title given to it by the 
iliustrious and immortal Bentham—of Judge 
made Law, 
| But, my friends, I can assure you, that, 
without the most violevt contortion of every- 
Mthing that has hitherto beeu considered as 
fixed law, and stated to be such by the mot 
veucrable authorities amongst the Englisi 
| Judges, itis utteriy impossible to sastain this 
prosecution. 

There must be, I assure you, the most au: 
| dacious perversion of fact, and a still more 
flagrant violation of law—things, the happen 
ing of winch L certainly do not at ail antici 
pate—if this prosecution does not totally and 
lusicronsly fail. I tell you asa lawyer and 
asamau, that lam entitled to an acquittal, 
jeven ou the showing of my enemies them 


uninteliie 


tou to 


selves. 











| | owe it to you, my constituents, to show 
| you that I have not in any one respect violated 


| the law ; nay, that, in fact, 1 am not evel 
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» but 


time, and, indeed 


) and without examining its slender foundation, 


/nster contradicts himself—they have insti- 
, tuted the present prosecution upon no better 





305 


accused of auy-thing which can justly be called 
a violation of the law. 

The charge agaitist me on the silly warrant 
is split into two parts. They are, as usual | 
with absurd charges, contradictory of each 
other, The first is for having disobeyed the | 
Proclamations !! There is a charge for you 
on which to arrest the man who has the high | 
houour of being the chosén Representative of 
your county. The second is for having evaded 
the same Proclamations. Now, if | disobeyed 
the Proclamations, it is clear that | did not 
evade theny; and if I only evaded the Pro- 
clamations, it is equally clear I did not disobey 
them. 

This contradiction is, to be sure, rather a 
glaring one; but no matter. The entire 
may serve the purpose of keeping me from 
exposing, in my place in Parliament, the 
fatal and foolish proceedings of some of our 
rulers. 

But I proceed to show you the futility of 
those charges :— 


The first is, that I disobeyed a Proclama- 
tion, I have two answers to this charge. 

The first is, that it is quite untrue. It is 
quite false that I disobeyed all, or any of | 
them. There is uot the least foundation of | 
fact in this charge. 

The second auswer is, that even if! had | 
disobeyed any or all of the Proclamations, I} 
should not have been guilty of any offence, | 
unless I came within the terms of the act, | 
called the Algerine Act—which, observe, it is 
not pretended or alleged that I have done, 





Thus, my friends, I tell: you, that this | 
prosecution is unfounded in two respects— | 
first, in point of fact; and, secondly, in point 
of law. 

The fact is for a Jury—all I could desire, if 
it were to gu to a Jury, would bea fair and | 
impartial Jury—that is, | should desire—and | 
with such a Jury 

The law, however, is so plainly with me, | 
tliat it will be intelligible to everybody. | 

{ 
' 
| 





_—— 


l utterly deny that itis any crime or offence 
to oppose or disobey even a lawful Proclama- 
tion, 

| know that the reverse was once decided— 
it was decided—where, think you? - In| 
the Star-Chamber. 

That decision has, until a very modern | 
, With the single exception | 
of one briefless English Barrister, been held | 
in utter contempt. I would wager any man a 
thousand pounds to a shilling, that one of | 
the leral advisers of the Crown ferretted out a 
passage in the work of a modern Barrister— 


nor the palpable manner in which this Bar- 


authority, with the hope of reviving NOTMING 
LEss THAN THE Srar Champer Law, 

I think I know the calibre of some that 
underhand advised this proceeding, and | 
Cannot conceive any-thing more likely to 
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fascinate such persons as even a chance of 
reviving an obsvlete despotism. 

it is indeed part of history, and a remark. 
able fact, that Lord Coke, wheu Chief Jus- 
tice, was earnestly urged by the Crown to 
give au opinion in favour of the validity of 
Proclamations. ‘The conduct, on that occa- 
sion, of the thea Solicitor-General, the too- 
celebrated Lord Bacon— 

“6 Who shined, 

The wisest, brightest, meanest, of maukind ’’— 
is well known for his servility and audacity, 
He endeavoured to cajdle, bribe, or terrify 
Lord Coke into a declaration that the law 
justified the infliction of punishment for 
violating a Proclamation ; but, although the 
Judges were theu removeable at pleasure, 
Lord Coke, to his eternal honour, resisted. 

This_is pot the place to quote passages of 
law, but J cannot resist quoting here the ab- 
stract of Lord Coke’s opinion, as given in a 
work of the highest authority, called Comyn’s 
Digest. Here is the passage :— 

“The King cannot create an OFFENCE by 
** Proclamation ; and, therefore, nothing will 
be punishable after a Proclamation which 
‘* was not so before.” 

I weed not say any more to show that it 
cannot be punishable as an offence to disobey 
a Proclamation. 1 therefore laugh to scorn 
the charge against me of “‘ disobeying a Pro- 
clamation;”" and 1 could defy the powers 
of human ingenuity to create a scrap of 
** JUDGE-MADE Law” to suit this occasion, 

But really this is not all. The act which 
enables a Lord-Licutenant to use arbitrary, 
and, indeed, despotic power over all meetings, 
is in its nature sufficiently severe aud suffi- 
ciently unconstitutional not to have it extend- 
ed oue iota by construction. It is really most 
monstrous to talk of exteuding its effects by 
any construction; and I trust that the day 
will shortly arrive wheu the real advisers of 
this prosecution, and of the Proclamations, 
will meet the punishment they so justly merit. 

ln the quaint language and latiuity of Lord 
Coke, it is said “ that ad/ indictments conclude 
contra legem ct consuetudinein, or contra leges 
et statuta. But never was seen avy indict- 
ment to couclude—contra regiam procla- 
mationem,” 

We are, I suppose, soon to see such an in- 
dictment—another bad precedent to be added 
to those already furvished by the Whigs when 
in office. 

Leaving this first charge to shift for itself 
amidst the monstrous novelties of Whig li- 
berality—a liberal, wide, and universal ex- 
tension of a most penal aud restrictive statute 
—a species of Whig anomaly in our law— 
Leaviog it to shift for itself, 1 come to the 
second charge. 

It is no less than this—‘ of @ conspiracy to 
evade the Proclamation !/” . There isa cri- 





minal charge in a country calling itsell free— 
evading a Proclamation ! ! ! 

I did think badly of the Whigs, but really 
this exceeds all their former outdoings-~con- 















307 
Spiracy to evade a Proclamation. 


then comes this admirable legal dilemma. The 
** argumen(um crucis” is iotbing to it. It is 
this— 

A Proclamation fssues—1 disobey it— 
punishment for that. Well, Ido not disobey 
it. Why, then, I evade it—punishment for 
that again. Thus, whether it be disobeyed 
or uot", the only thing certain is the punishment. 

For committing what is called a crime— 
punishmeut—for pot committing that crime— 
punishment again. Really, really, this is a 
little too bad. 

1 will put this matter for one moment in 
auvther point of view. To evade a Proclama- 
tiun is to avwid obeying it; but for avoiding 
to disubey it there is to be an indictment— 
that is, for not perpetrating what is called a 
crime. Who ever yet heard of an indictment 
fur evading to steal a herse? But this is a 
ludicrous mockery. 

There is, however, one curious coincidence 
between the charge of a conspiracy to evade 
the Proclamatiun and the accusation bronght 
in Belyium against the celebrated De Potter. 

De Potter is well known to have been an 
ardent enemy to the oppressions which his 
eouutry suffered from the nefarious uvion with 
Holiaud, and from the grindiug and insulting 
nature of the Dutch superiority. He struggled 
Strongly and perseveriugly against the griev- 
ances which his native country sustained from 
the insolevt domination of strangers. He 
was closely watched. The law of libel, the 
sedition law, were both excessively severe— 
as severe as with us—but De Potter, who 
suught ameliorations only by peaceable means, 
tuok care not to violate thelaw. Yet it was 
determined to annihilate him one way or the 
other. 

Whenever power is determined to crush a 


man “ at all hazards,’ it never wants a pre- | 


1ext. They could not, it is true, indict De 
Potter upou any known law. What did the 
lawyerlings of the Dutch King do? Will you 
believe it, reader? They actually indicted 


him for a conspiracy to evade the laws of libel | 
The Bench was | 


and sedition, or to that effect. 
packed ; he was tried and sentenced to banish- 
ment. 

‘The coincidence is only in the charge. I 


have not the talents nor the useful patriotism | 
of De Potter, but I rival him in three things. | 


First, in the enthusiastic love I bear to my 


unhappy native land: secondly, in the ever-| 


living detestation I bear to the oppressious 
and grievances under which she labours ; and 
thirdly, in the rancorous aud malignaut hatred 
burne towards me by the enemies of my native 
country. 

I here the comparison ends.’ De Potter was 
not long iu banishment. The men who af 
flected his country became too outrageously 
tyrannical, and were expelled. He returned ; 
but, to bis immortal honour be it spoken, he 
forget the injury done him, and forgave ali 
his enemies. 


IRELAND. 


Why, if 1] 


disobeyed it, surely | did net ewade it—and conspiracy is therefore uot new. 
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This trumping up of a ridiculous charge of 


De Potter is, as we lawyers say, quite in 
_point; but its results are widely different. 

I canuot, my friends, conjecture why this 
De Potter charge should be brought against 
me. I will not do the legal advisers of Lord 
Anglesey the gross ‘injustice to suppose that 
they speculated either on the Court or the 
‘Jury. That would be an injustice of which | 
'would not directly or indirectly accuse them ; 
ibut, if they had so speculated, they would 
speculate badly, 

It is quite true that a former Court of 
| Kiog’s Beuch decided that the word ‘“* pre- 
tence”’ in a criminal statute was perfectly 
synonymous with “ purpose.’” That certainly 
/was a wrong measure, but one which teok 
| place in angry times, anid will uever be quoted 
as a precedent for imitation. 
| | have now, my friends, exposed tv you 
the nature of the charges against me—their 
contradiction, and thei. total absurdity. 

lam not accused of any immoral! offeoce, 
of seditious speech or libellous hnguage—stil 
‘less am I accused of provoking te outrage or 
breach of the peace. The fact simply is, that 
Lord Anglesey does not like discussion, and 
| having made up his mind that there shall not 
be any, in any shape, that he dislikes—ou be 
goes—that is all. 

But this weuld be cruel, if it were not 
laughable. Here | am striving for three 
things :—First, toabolish Tithes. Second, to 
destrvy Corporate Monopolies. Third, te 
repeal the Union. 

And endeavouring to do these things by 
peaceable, legal, aud coustitutional means, 
aud none other, lam set on and assailed as if 
it were a crime to love Oue’s country, aud to 
struggle honestly, faithfully, aud disinterest- 
edly to serve her, aud to seek peace, combort, 
prosperi'y, aud liberty for Ler inhabitauts. 

My consituents—my frieuds—be not dis- 
| couraged, Patience— obedience to the laws— 
| no iltegal oaths—no secret societies—no tur- 


‘ 





buleuce—bo violence—but at the same time 
peaceable, legal, and constitutional agitation. 
Let every parish, nay let every village meet. 
Let there be a petition from every village, 
parish, towu, and district. Let those petitions 
firmly, boldly, but respectiully, demand the 
total abolition of Tithe and Vestry Cesses. 
Let them state that Ireland is an agricultural 
country, in a most depressed state, and, there- 
fore, requires that the agricultural produce 
should be relieved from all ecclesiastical 
burdens. 

Let your petitions state these three facts :— 

First, ‘That Ireland is the most fertile 
country in the world—the most productive for 
her extent—the best situate for industry and 
commerce, aud yet that she is the country ia 
the world deriving least benefit from these 
advantages. 

Secondly, That Ireland produces more of 
all the prime necessaries of life than any other 
country under the sun, and that there is n0 
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other country in Which the people receive so 
little of the necessaries of life for their use as 
Ireland. 

Thirdly, That Ireland has, at one and the 
same time, the richest Established Church in 
the world, and the poorest population, with 
the smallest number of votaries of the religion 
of the State. 

Do not ask why all this is so. 
govern ourselves, We are governed and ma- 
naged by others. We area province, when 
we ought to be a nation. 

Do not, therefore, ask why there is so 
much misery aud woe in Ireland, but seek for 
amelioration through the only channel by 
which it can be obtained—that of the Law 
and Constitution ; and if [ have any influence 
with you, new, at my instance, aud for my 
sake, redouble your exertions, multiply your 
petitions, and determine never to relax until 
Ireland regains her Legislative independence. 

lam, my friends, 
Your devoted and most faithful servant, 
DanigL O’ConsELL. 


We do not 





PARLIAMENT. 


T left off my extracts from the Par- 


liamentary proceedings with those of| 


the 14th of December, and these will be 
found in the Register, No. 25, Vol. 70. 
I must now, before the “ Coilective ” 
meet again, bring up the arrear, which 
{can do in this and the next Register ; 
and then we shall start again. 


Thursday, Dec. 16th, 1830. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Repea, or tae Union; and, [risa 


Trrnes.—Every word that is said upon 


these two important subjects becomes 
every day of more and more importance ; 
and, therefore, men should read atten- 
lively all that they can spare time to 
read on both. 


Lord Kine had a Petition to present to 
their Lordships, oa a very important subject, 
respecting which his Opinions were quite at 
variance with those of the Petitioners. When 
the measure of which they complained—the 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, was under 
the consideration of the British Legislature— 
the was opposed to it ; because he did not wish 
‘the corruptions of England to be increased by 
‘those of lreland. But he now feared that it 
*would be a mischievous experiment to repeal 
‘that measure after such a lapse of time. He 
believed that Ireland would suffer greatly 
‘from the separation of the two countries, the 
‘More so as they could be separated only by 
‘meaus of war, and to that a repeal of the 
‘Union would certainly lead. If he were an 
lrishman, he might perhaps be induced to 
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| consult his national feeling, in opposition to 
his judgment. But, although he kuew little 
of Ireland himself, aud from what he did 
know, he believed its condition to be very 
wretched ; yet he had heard that there had 
recently appeared there some signs of im- 
provement, to which the Repeal, desired by 
petitioners, would put a stop, by immediately 
checking the introduction of English capital. 
His Lordship concluded by presenting Peti- 
tious from the Paper-stainers, Carpet-weavers, 
and other Trades of the City of Kilkenny, 
praying for the Repeal of the Union. 

Earl Darn ey concurred fully in the opini- 
ons expressed by the noble Lord who had fust 
addressed their Lordships ; but he had differed 
from that noble Lord when the Act of Union 
was passed, for he (Earl Darnley) had advo- 
cated that measure, in the expectation that 
benefits to Ireland would result from it, which 
he had not yet had the happiness to witness. 
However, he believed that the good effects 
would now be soon observed, as the healing 
measure which the Legislature had most 
wisely adopted in the last Session bad removed 
the chief obstacles to the improvemeut of that 
country. He was convinced that the repeal 
of the Union would annihilate the incipient 
prosperity of Ireland. The individual who at 
present agitated that question had derived his 
| importance from the injudicious attempt which 
| had been made to exclude him from the other 

House of Parliameut. No calamity could be 
| more destructive to the country of that imdi- 
| vidual than his efforts, should they be suecess- 
ful in repealing the Union. 

TITHES.—Lord FAknuam moved for Re- 
turns respecting the Composition of Tithes in 
Ireland, under the late Act of Parliament on 
that subject. Heexplaiued that the operation 
of that Act was greatly impeded by the manner 
in which the Select Vestries for settling the 
composition of tithes were constituted. The 
land of many parishes in Ireland was occupied 
principally in pasture, and in the cultivation 
of potatoes. Upon the latterthe whole burden 
of the tithes was thrown; so that the very 
poorest parishioners, to whom the potatve land 
chiefly belonged, paid the most part of the 
tithes, from which the pasture lands, always 
in the hands of the richest parishioners, were 
wholly exempt. Hence it became the interest 
of the Select Vestries, which consisted of ouly 
twenty-five persons (they being of course the 
richest inbabitauts), to oppose the composi- 
tion ; because that would equalize the burden 
betweeu them and their fellow-inhabitants. 
To enable the poor of Ireland, whose advantage 
the Act was chiefly calculated to promote, to 
benefit by its provisions, it was necessary to 
enlarge the Vestries. Ie would introduce a 
Bill to increase them to fifty parishioners, in 
the course of the Session; unless the Govern- 
ment, in whose hands he would preler to leave 
the matter, should themselves iutroduce the 
amendment. He would take that opportunity 
of stating that, in those cases where the opera- 
tion of the Act was prevented by the tithe- 
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owners, the opposition was more frequently 
on the part of lay impropriators than of the 
clergy. 

Lord Kine had no doubt, that if tithe-com- 
position were carried into effect in Ireland 
upon fair terms, it would operate greatly to 
the advantage of the poorer classes in Ireland, 
who would get rid of tithe-gathering and 
proctors, and the whole harassing and ex- 
pensive machinery for the recovery of those 
vexatious claims. He held in his bands do- 
cuments respecting the tithes in six parishes 
of the county of Wicklow, of which the 
names were to him unpronounceable, occupy- 
Ing a surface of upwards of 40,000 acres. In 
those parishes a mecting of 4,000 farmers was 


assembled to make a composition with Arch- | 


deacon Magee. The venerable Archdeacon 
not agreeing with the parishioners, resorted 
not to the Consistury Court, but to the Court 
of Exchequer, as atlording the most expen- 
£1ve process for the recovery of his tithes. 
His Lordship then read the following account 
furnished by the Archdeacon to one of those 
farmers :—_ 
Varney ( voney, to Archdeacon Mage e, 
debtor. 
Out of the Lands of Grange, 
To tithe of 47 tons of Hay, 
at 30s. , ; ‘ - £7 1 G 
Ditto of 197 brs. of Barley, 
atl6s. , , . ° 515 2 
Ditto of 88 bris. of Wheat, 
w2 « «© «. 8 3 4 0 
ditto of 193 bris. of Oats, 


ac ise. .« . e ° 


9 


£49 10 — 


This land contains 12 acres of wheat, 12 
of barley, 11 of oats, and 20 of meadowing. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Sevecr Vestrries.—When I 
in America, the infamous select Vestry- 
bill was passed. I instantly wrote a 
Register, dated from Long Island, in 
which I proved its wickedness and its 
eyil tendency. I was not listened to. 
And now I am to be quiet, am I, and 
hear it said in that 
Commons that passed it, that it is 
* unconstitutional,” preposterous,’ and 
repugnant to “common sense!” Why 
was this not known then? Why was 
this not said then? The same man 
who sits and ealls it by these names 
now was in the House when it was 
passed ; and why did not he say these 
things of it then ? 


Mr. Honuouse presented a petition, which 
he had to state was most numerously and 
respectably signed—It was from the Free- 
holders of tho parish of St. James, in the city 
of Westminster. it complained of a great 


was |} 


same House of | 
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grievance—it complained of the deprivation of 
an important national right—the loss of which 
had occasioned much and serious discontent 
throughout many parishes of the Metropolis, 
jand in various parts of the country. The 
grievance of which the petitioners complained 
was the existence in their parish of a sclf- 
‘elected Vestry. He was anxious to take the 
earliest opportuuity of stating, that on the 


»?> 
very first day after the recess he meant to bring 
in a bill, the object of which would be to 
remedy the evils which formed the subject of 
the present complaint. The bill be intended 
to bring in would he modelled upon the former 
bill, or rather would be an exact counterpart 
| ofit, in the form it had heen presented before 
it underwent the amendments of a comuittee, 
| He wished in an especial manner to call the 





fattention of the House to the prayer of the 
| present petition, for such was the indiguatiog 
| which Select Vestries had excited, that he 
could not answer for the tranquillity of pa- 
rishes, if something speedy and decisive were 
;not done with a view to the modification of 
the present system. He was informed that 
mauy of the parishioners of St. James’s had 
expressed their determination not to pay rates 
unless the Select Vestry were abolished. 
| Sir F. Burperr said that Select Vestries 
were one of the practical grievances of the 
present day, constituting not OMLY aA Loss 
lation of every constitutional praeiple, but f 
'every principle of common sense. There was 
;Ssomething in them so preposterous, that an 
English House of Commons was called upon ta 
gel rid af the m at once, and the mode of doing 
sv was perfectly simple: it was by a recurs 
rence to the ancient constitutional principle, 
| that no man was to be taxed without his own 
| consent. 
The petition was then ordered to be printed 
| Boroveu or Evesuam.—lI notice this 
in order to put sham-reformers upon 
record. Corruption is clearly proved; 
but precedents prevent Reform. What 
}ean we expect from Reformers like 
Lord John Russell. 


The Marquess of CitANbos, in rising 
make a motion on this subject, said, that the 
Committee appointed by the House had us 
seated the Members that were returned, ol 
the ground of bribery; and with this charge 
before the House, he certainly thought tha 
they were bound to consider whether a new 
election should be allowed to take place. The 
evidence before the Committee had not ye 
been printed; but, at all events, it was known 
that the Committee had decided against te 
two Members, on the ground of corruption; 
and this, he contended, was enough to cull for 
the interference of the House, when it w% 
proposed to entrust the borough again with 
the right of returniug members. Aj)l that he 
at present asked was, that a short time should 
be allowed for the printing of the evidence, ™ 
order that the House might judge for itselt) 


! 





and 
WO! 
that 
Eve 
the 


orde! 
Tight 
Sulve 
be in 
tain i 
Tupt 

mau 
tigat, 
the G 
throu 
Cases 








312 


n of 
hich 
tent 
olis, 
The 
ined 
self. 

the 
the 
ring 
ie to 
































} 


c this 


upon 








‘OV el H 
What 
s like 











sing ta 
hat the 


yad une 





ned, ol 
charge 
rhat that 

a new 
e, The 
not yet 
s know 
pinst tue 
suptiod 5 
Cc all for 
ay it Wa 
ain with 
that he 
e should 














lepce, 
or itsell; 


313 



























































































































































































































































and he should therefore move, that the Speaker 


do issue his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown, ! 


to wake out a supersedeas to the writ that had 
been issued for the election of two Members 
for the Borough of Evesham. 

Lord GeorGe Lennox seconded the motion, 
and called the attention of the House tu a 
paper signed Edward Protheroe, Jun., in 
which that gentleman made the following 
statement :—‘* I plainly acknowledge my de- 
sire to renew our counexion. There is no in- 
consisteucy in this. With you, Geutlemen, 
I never had the slightest cause of dissatisfac- 
tion: itis with the old system of your borough, 
with that unjust system which, after faichful 
and diligent services, accompanied by manly 
independence and disinteresteduess in every 
speech and every vote, left me no hope ol 
being re-elected, unless I condescended to 
traffic for my seat with those who bartered 
your privileges.’—When sucb a declaration 
as this was made by a gentleman who was 


well acquainted with the transactions of the | 


borough, he thought that the House had 
pretty good evidence before it of what was 
the real state of the case; and he therefore 
trusted that Evesham would be disfranchised, 
aud the representation given to some more 
worthy place. 
that he himself personally knew nothing of 
Evesham, nor had he any acquaintance with 
the two gentlemen against whom the Com- 
mittee had decided. 

Mr. Ross said, that the sitting of particular 
Members, and ulterior prec edings against a 
borough for bribery, were two questivus of a 
totally distinct character. The honourabie 
Member referred to the cases of Peurhyn and 
Camelford, as precisely similar cases. In 
them bribery was proved, and the House was 
called on not only to suspend the writs, but to 
disfranchise the borouglis. In Evesham there 
was 426 voters, and of course they did not ali 
vote for the sitting members ; but it had been 
proved that every one of the uon-resident 
voters who did vote were bribed. Every one 
of them actually received a bribe. Ou these 
grounds he would support the motion 
his noble Friend for superseding the writ, 
which would give the itlouse av opportunity to 
inguire, 

Lord Jonn Russe_t meant, in the few 
words he should address to the House, to con 
fine himself to the narrowest limits. He shouid 
hot euter into the general question of Reform, 
hor assert that it would be improper to assent 
to the motion, because the House had already 
ordered the writ to issue. There were many 
ights to be considered before the House re- 
solved to suspend the writ. Au inquiry should 
be instituted, and evidence received, to ascer- 
tain if the Borough of Evesham were as cor- 
Tupt as it was represented to be. There were 
maby points which the House ought to inves- 


higate; for he had always been of opinion that | 


the Grenville Act, by the inquiries it instituted 
through Committees, frequent'y screened 
cases of bribery, and prevented them from 
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He begged, however, to say, | 


of } 
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being so frequently brought before the House, 
sev they were before that Aet was passed. The 
opiuions of Election Committees were often, 
he thought, an obstacle tu those iuquiries 
which the House was bound to make into 
cases of corruption. ‘The question, however, 
before the House was not whether an inquiry 
' Should now take place into the corruption of 
the Borough of Evesham, but whether the 
issuing of the writ should be suspended or 
not? The circumstances of the case were 
these :— That after an inquiry by a Committee, 
that Committee had not given the Chairman 
instructians to propose that no new writ 
| should issue, The first thing the House had 
| to look at must be its own precedents. He bad 
jlooked at the precedents quuted by the 
Honourable Member opposite (Mr. Ross), and 
that Honourable Gentleinan could not deny 
| that there were vumerous precedents of the 
allegation of bribery made agaiust Members, 
jand yet the writs for those piaces had issued, 
There instance of a Committee ree 
porting merely against the Sitting Members, 
and on that re port the House Suspe: ding the 
writ. To justify that, there must be some 
special report agaust the electors. It was 
only said by some of the Members who com- 
posed the Election Committee that the case 
implied further corruption ; but that should 
be made a matter of special report before the 
House could beable to act upon it. ‘The pre- 
{ 


Was 10 


. 


ts, then, were many in favour of issuing 
the writ. 

Lord ALTHOKP agreed with his noble 
| Friend and the right hon. Gentleman, that 
this question was to be decided on the narrow 
und of precedent; but that preeedents 
i were not to be slavishly followed. 
|must decice if precedent 


cede 


is 


wT 
g 
ine Llouse 
s authorised the suse 
|peusion of the writ, and it was a matter of 
jsome importauce that the House should not 
make a new precedent without due c 
ation. 


usider- 
He did not think that the precedents 
, quoted by the right hou. Gentleman justified 
lthe suspension of the writ. He differed from 
jhim, because, in the two precedents he bad 
quoted, both the Committees had reported 
} against the election. -In the preseut case, the 
|Report of the Committee was confined to 
eensuring the Members. The right hon. 
|Gentlemau said, that Members of the Com- 
mittee complained of the corruption being 
extended to the Electors, but that was only 
the opinion of individual Members, as the 
| Committee decided against a special Report. 
i In the other cases quoted by the right hon. 
| Gentleman, the Committees had made Special 
| Reports ; but in those cases where Special 
Reports were not made, and only the sitting 
| Members were unseated, the House bad never 
thought to suspend the writ. It was not ne- 
| cessary for him to quote precedents of the 
ikind from the Journals ; they were so nume- 
}rous, that every Member must know it was 
/continually customary for sitting Members 
to be unseated by the Report of the Com- 
| mittee, without the writ being suspended, 


| 
} 
} 
‘ 


$15 


He did not consider it of any consequence | 
whether the writ were suspended or not ;' 
and if it were the opinion of the House that it | 
should be suspended, he for one should not | 
oppose the suspension. In doing this, cer- | 
tainly it was his opinion that they would act | 
agaiust precedents, and it was neither desir- 
able nor vecessary that the House should 
anake any new precedents. 


Law.—Two rather long discussions 
came after this upon alterations in the 
law. 

Friday, Dee. 17. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Nothing of consequence. Lord King | 
presented petitions from several parts 
of the country, and he gave the House | 
asunmary of their prayers: ‘‘ Cheap 
** Government, Cheap Law, Cheap Corn, 
“ Reform, and Free Trade.” 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tue Lapoursrs. — Mr. Curtris, in 
presenting a petition from Sussex, took 
occasion to make some observations on the 
state of the labouring poor, and declared he 
had conversed with many farmers, who oue | 
and all asserted that they never paid less than 
twelve shillings a week to any description of 
labourers, whether married or single. For his | 
part, although it bad been stated that he paid | 
to his owu labourers Is. 9d. a day, he invaria- 
bly paid 2s., with the option of their taking 
piece work if they pleased. The agricultural 
interests were, however, iv such a state of 
destitution, that they must, would, and should 
be protected, Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Briscok, in alluding to the condition of 
the labourers, said be was satistied the only 
remedy for their distress would be found in 
the exteusion of the system of spade labour in 
the cultivation of ground allotted to them for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Lone WELLEsStey bore testimuny to 
the eflicacy of this system. In a part of the 
county of Essex, uear Tilbury Port, six or 
seven hundred of the labourers who had been 
in a state of insurrection were reduced to 
quietude and comparative comfort, by the 
immediate adoption of the system of spade 
labour. He deprecated, however, the discus- 
sion of these and other vitally important sub- 
jects ou the mere presentation of a petition, 
aud in the presence of so small a numberof 
Members. 

Sir Joun Sernricur said he had devoted a 
good deal of bis attention to the subject of 
spade labour, and actually allotted gardens to 
persons in his own parish, who were by no 
means connected with his property. He 
found, however, that all projects of that kind 
failed ; and he was convinced, from his own 
experience, and from conversation with some 
of the most experienced of the class of la- 
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bourefs, that if they possessed as much land 


316 


as they could cultivate by spade labour they 
could not earn sixpence a day. He should be 
very happy himself to give land to the la. 
bourers of his own parish without the payment 
of rent, if there was a hope of their being able 
to subsist upon it; for he would gain much 
more from the relief afforded to the rates, 
than from the rent of the land. 

Mr. Alderman WarTaMan observed, that {t 
was not merely the agricultural interest that 
was distressed; all the interests in the country 
were in the same condition; leasehold pros 
perty, especially in London, was utterly de. 
stroyed. No partial measure would be sufi. 
cient to meet the necessities of the time, 
Either taxation must be greatly brought down, 
or prices mnst be raised. He begged to give 


' notice that on the loth of February he would 


submit to the House a string of Resolutions, 
showing the destructive tendency of the pre. 
sent general depreciation of property, 


Mr. Hume, after this, objected to the 
“must, would, and should be pro 
tected” of Mr. Curteis; because he 
thought that the honourable Memberfi! 
wished to protect the agricultural inte 


‘rest at the expense of other interests, 


How jealous! Mr. Hume will be con- 


'vinced that they will be protected, and 
jwe shall not quarrel about must ani 


shall. 
Monday, Dec. 20, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


EmtGrRation.—Lorp Terynaas 
brought forward the subject of the new 
settlement in the Swan River, a settle 
ment of which we have heard so much. 
I shall insert a statement that he read te 
the House, as coming from the Scttle 
ment, and then I shall insert his subse 
quent observations. I have often raisel 
iny Voice against these cruel delusioy 
on emigration. I know myself wh 
new settlements are, | know what th 
men are who project them, and I knot 
the greedy and cruel knaves who cary 
the projects into execution. I therefo 
feel for every creature who is induct 
to submit himself and his family to 
sore vexation, the certain ruin, and tl 
probable consequent death, providedh 
them by the greedy and heartless mé 
who thrive by schemes of emigration. 
never knew one scheme which, if! 
succeeded at all, did not first produ 
misery and death to an amount tm 
would rend any heart but that of 
speculator ; and L insert this instance ¥ 
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they failure in the hope that it may warn the | WALTON, D., Oldham, Lancashire, cotton- 
id be Bindustrious and frank, and therefore cre- |. S?Neer: 





e la WARD, G., Leeds, inn-keeper. 





dulous, people of England, against lis- 











ment . : TUES © eo : 

-able atening to men whose selfishness makes OINSOLVENTS.” 1831. 

uiuch them false, and whose habits of life have ie . 

one . en Jan. 21.—RUSSELL, G., Brownlow street, 
rates, Bprepared them for practising cruelty 





Drury-laue, cvach-smith. 





without feeling compunction. 





















hat it ! 7 JAN. 22.—Woolbridge, J. and J., Birming- 
t that An extract of a letter on the condition of} ham, brass-founders. 

untry the Settlement had appeared in the Morning JAN. 24,—COUSINS, C., Drummond:cres- 
ma hronicle, which, both op account of the high cent, Somers-town, carman. 

ly de rharacter of the Paper, and the importauce of JAN. 25. —LARTER, D., High-street, Shore- 
sufi. ee subject, was well worthy of attentivn, He ditch. victualler. | 

time ould read to their Lordships the notice in} Jan, 25. — DESORMEAUX, D., Cole’s- 
down, he Morning Chronicle, which was in these} terrace, White Conduit-fields, chymist. 
SS ogy eee i a 4 BANKRUPTS. 
Sa ‘“ Distress um the Swan River Settlement.— | BAUGH, J., Middle Wallop, Hampshire, vie- 
ign rine i ccaec rom oDeanjud|uale. 
received from ¢ > os 2LISIVe ¢ tl ewanwEre . . ‘ : Ke : 

© PS Rectilers in Van Dieman’s Land :—‘ ‘The Swan prvi, J. L., Radminster,. Sunsnpastanion, 





victualler, 
"OX, W., Great Driffield, Yorkshire, tanner, 
GRAY, W., Giltspur-street, viciuailer. 





River settlement is with us, just now, & Cob- [ 
tant subject of discourse. Messrs Bryan 
ade a good speculation in the William there. 





to the 









) . "| JACKSON, T., Laverick-hall, Cumberland 
PlO-MRlour sold for GOZ. per ton, potatoes for 558... } miller ; . " ’ . 
se hefi@ud salt provisions for 6d. per pound; the! LAMB : 


ant yer = > 
hole of which was taken off their hauds by | \ you oe J., Liverpedt, santete. 
i¢ Governor. The live stock was unsaleable, | horse dene. 
lithe Governor (Stirling) gave them a grant} RICHARDSON, J., Regency-place, Great 
350,000 acres to put it on. Surrey-street, currier. = . 

[To be continued.} -RODWELL, G. B., James-street, Covent- 
Se ‘| garden, linen-draper. 
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T., Burstwick, Yorkshire, 















ist and Fromthe LONDON GAZETTE, | WEBB, T., Seymour-street, Euston-square, 
Fripay, JANUARY 21, 1831. boot and shue-maker. 





WILSON, J. and W., Whitehaven, Cum- 
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berland, plasterers, 
| Jan. 21.—BURIT, T., Holborn-hill, manu- |} 
cturer. 
TY NOUS Jay. 18.—COATES, W., Leeds, grocer. | LONDON MARKETS. 
rhe new » yo; ’ bet ae . 
“ ~ 21—LANE, T., Gloucester, core | Mark-Lane, Cogn-Excuaxer, Jan, 24.— 


wetrertriee e . . In consequence of avother very short supply 
7S SUPERSE Pe Y> 
BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. lof English Wheat at market this morning, 


: ; ‘ ee | 
a ee ee eee our millers were free in their purchases of fine 
» 4, Delle e, Yorkshire, traluiug | quality, at au advance in the prices since this 
BANKRUPTS day se’nuight of about 2s. per quarter: the 
ee as middling and inferior sorts were also taken off 
upon somewhat better terms, and at the close 
the stands were entirely cleared. Flour con- 
; tinues at last week’s prices. Barley is ver 
pein 3° token oe seo heavy sale, at a reduction in the vals of 2. 
noARRINGTON. J. Stanwav, Essee, vic. | COT Tatter: Beans of both sorts are about 
d I kno tual > Weg SIANWAY, ESSEX, VIC | }s. per quarter higher. Oats are also rather 
engi | dearer than otherwise. In White and Grey 


» much. 

> read td 
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groom, 






ROUGH, P., Boston, Lincolnshire, serivener. 
JATES, W., Leeds, grocer. 
ARLE, W. F. B, Regent-street, Piccadilly, 


on raised 
lel usio : 














ho cary 





EHIR, J., jun., Leigh, ‘Worcestershire, 





















therefo baker. | Peas, or other articles, no variation. 
induce JOPER, R., St. Philip and Jacob, Glouces- Wheat “ee eereereeennere #888 63s. to 72s. 
ly to tM@mtershire, malster. RYE ccrccrcccccccccscceccs 20% to 42s, 
and th ON, 1., Handsworth, Staffordshire, mer-| Barley .-...++eeceeeeeeeee 30S. to 405, 
ae . mechant, | BER ceccscccescccces Gh tO4ke: 
ovided! 


UCKW ELL, H., Old-street- road, oneies Peas, White eee ee ee ee ee ee 35s. to 4 4s, 























less me lealer, Quay Boilers eeee ee eeeeee 45s. to 44s, 
rrat ion M@DOUT, W., Ringwood, Hampshire, linen-| —— Grey -csceeceecseee 30S. to 39s, 
3 jy, if egetarer. Beans, Simall ....-eseeee0-- 35s. to 46s, 
ain ‘ond UBERTSON, J., Berkhampstead, Hertford- ——— Tick ...cccccese-os 39S, to 44s. 
t pr hire, surgeon. Oats, Potatue eer eeeerteeee 20s. to 26s. 
pount t NE, iw Brighton, teyman. POE en.cc 0000 50:8000 Se Sa 








LLIAMS, G., St, Paul’s Church-yard, Feed ..scsyeeereeseee 205. to 24s, 
farebouseman, | Flour, per SACK .ceececccese OdS. tO 65s, 
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HOP INTELLIGENCE, 


Boroucu, Monday, Jan. 24.—There was a , 
good supply at market this morning, aud fine ; 
New Hops met with a ready sale. Prices re- 
main the same as this day week. 


PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 42s. to 45s. per ewt. 
Sides, new... 42s. to 44s. 
Pork, India, new.. 112s. Gd. 

Mess, new... 57s. 6d. to—s. per barl. 
Butter, Belfast.... 100s.to —s. per cwt. 
Carlow .....100s, to 102s, 

Cork... .... 100s. to —s. 
Limerick . - 100s. to —s. 
Waterford... 96s. tou —s. 
Dublin ....96s. 

Cheese, Cheshire ....40s. to 70s. 

— Gloucester, Double, . 44s, to 56s. 
——— Gloucester, Single. ..44s. to 50s. 
..40s. to 46s. 

— Gouda...... 42s. to 44s. 

Hams, Irish........45s. to 50s, 


. ————— Edam,.... 


SMITHFIELD—Jan. 24, 

The supply to-day is very short, as com- 
pared with late markets; and the morning | 
being fair and cool, there is an improvement | 
in most things, and a tolerable free trade. For 
Beef we cannot go higher in our general cur- 
rency than 4s.4d.; but a few complete Scots 
may have made 4s. 6d. The best selling Lin- 
colas fetch 6d. a pound. 

The prices for Mutton are supported; and 
some think withasmall improvement. ‘There 
is scarcely any difference per stone between 
little and big, the soundaess being the chief 

Linco!lns are staled at over 
4s. 2d., but hardly reaching 4s. 4d. The top 
price for Downs continues at 4s. 6d.3 choice 
Veal readily obtains 6s,— Beasts, 2,296 ; : Calves, 
110; Sheep , 18,620; Pigs, 160. 
Jan. 24 
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shape of about a dozen useful steers, about as | 


many lean and lusty townsend cows ; 
of sheep, about as many calves, and a 
pigs, for n of wuicl appeare 
any buyers. It, 
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MARK-LANE.—Friday, Jan, 22. 

The supplies are still small, 

derate, and the prices the same as on Monday. 
English arrivals. 

weer «6 fe 5,710 

Wheat .; . . 3,615 

Barley . . . 4,240 

Vats . . 695 


Foreign. Irish. 


2,170 
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Markets AND ADVERTISMENTS. 
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3% 
(HEAP CLOTHING, 93, Fleet-street, 

vear St. Bride’s Church.—SWAIN aad 
Co., Clothiers, Tailors, and Drapers, grate. 
| fully acknowledge the almost unprecedented 


| support with which they have been honoured 


by the public; and beg to say that nothing 
shall induce them iu any way to relax in their 
peta to retain that patronage with which 
ithey have been so kindly favoured. 

As Swain and Co. manufacture their own 
| Woollen Goods they are able to supply Gen- 
tlemen’s Clothing at a much lower price thay 
they can be procured for at any other house ig 
the trade. The following is a List of those 
Prices, for Cash : Superfiue Coats, of fashivn- 
able colours, from patent finished Cloths, 
2i. 5s. tu 3l.; ditto, blue or black, 22. 10s. to 
31. 5s.; Extra Saxony Wool, blue or black, 
3. 10s. and upwards ; Superfine Frock, with 
Silk Facings, 2l. 18s, to 44.3; ditto Trousers, 
18s. to 1d. 10s.; Cassimere Waistcoats, 1s. 
l4s.; Marseilles ditto, 7s. to 10s.3 Valencia 
ditto, Ss. to 12s.; Silk ditto, 14s. to 18s.;4 
Suit of Livery, 41. to 41. 4s. Ladies’ Habiy 
and Pelisses, Children’s Dresses, Shooting 
Jackets, and Hunting Coats, Camblet an 
Plaid Cloaks, Witney Wrappers, and _ ever 
|other garment equally cheap. A large assort: 
;}ment kept ready made. Export Orders exe 
cuted with punc ‘tuality. 

L reco 
as very good and punctual tradesmay, 
whom I have : long employed with gr 


satisfuctiou. Ws mM. Conperi 
VEE, R. O° CONNE SLL. - A sp nlendid quar 
Engraving of the Liberator of [rela 
executed on steel, will be presented, gratu 
|tously, to the purchasers a CARPE N PER 
| POL {VICAL LETTER, to be publis 
the dth of February. Size of the ~ pata inet 
| price, 4d.—The orders of Newsmen and Pook 
lsellers will be received from the Ist of Fe 
| ruary, and the deliveries will be made in thy 
ler In which the names staud on the! 
Specimens at the Office, No. 21, Patervoste 
row, and sold by all Newsman. 
| $ ESSONSon ARITHMETIC, in Princ 
Ly and in Practice, for the Iustruction 
outh of both Sexes; and more especially! 
k hat of young Merchants, Tradesmen, $2 
jn men, Mech anics, and Farmers. By Thom 
SMITH. 
| London: Sherwood, Gilbert 
| Low paae,. Rees, and Co. 
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HE “AME RIC AN STOVES ”’ from 
Copsett’s Model are now ready pack 
in Baskets, so that no delay in the executid 
| of orders will take place: also, the ‘LO 
| GITUDINAL C ORN. SHELLER” from 4 
| CopBetr’s Model, price 3/. 10s, 
| H.S.W. Jupson, Iroumonger, Keniit 
ton, the only Manufacturer. 
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